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Amtrak Train Derails in Montana 

https://www.usatoday.com/story/news/nation/2021/10/26/montana-amtrak-derailment-cause-still-under-

investigation/8557182002/ 

https://www.msnbc.com/weekends-with-alex-witt/watch/survivor-describes-escaping-deadly-amtrak-

derailment-in-montana-122031173757  

On Saturday, September 25th, 2021, at about 3:55pm, the Amtrak train, the westbound Empire Builder derailed 

carrying 141 passengers and 16 crewmembers.  Three of the passengers were killed.  This occurred just west of 

the town of Joplin Montana.  The train consisted of two locomotives and ten cars.  Eight of these cars derailed.  

The train also had a baggage car. 

The train had been traveling just under the speed limit of 79 mph.  The rear four cars that had been destined for 

Portland tipped over.  There were 3 people on board killed and over 50 were injured.  Seven passengers were 

taken to a nearby hospital.   

Seven of the more than 50 passengers that were injured in this accident have filed lawsuits in Federal Courts 

accusing Amtrak of negligence.  This means that they believe that the accident could have been prevented.  It is 

not clear how this would be so.   The lawsuits state that the plaintiffs were injured physically and are also 

coping with emotional distress and psychological trauma from what they have experienced.  The National 

Transportation Safety Board and the Federal Railroad Administration are investigating and have not announced 

a cause of the accident at this writing.   Investigators may release a report on the accident in later December.  

One news outlet says a that a law firm has collected enough evidence to state that this accident could have been 

avoided.   The lawsuit also names the BNSF Rail Company which owns and operates the track involved, as a 

defendant in the case.  

 Maintenance had been performed on the track where the accident occurred.  Thus, it is alleged that it should 

have been determined if that portion of track was safe for passenger trains to pass over.  Eight of the trains cars 

and two locomotives derailed and four of the cars tipped over unto their sides.   

Comments from one passenger on the train: “I was at the front on the train.  The impact felt like turbulence.  

Then a force threw me against a wall and I realized the car had derailed.   It felt like the track came out from 

under us.”  This man and his dad have back and knee pain now.  A harrowing experience.   He felt that the train 

was going very fast.  (  it wasn’t ).   Kind local residents nearby took people into their homes, restaurants gave 

meals and hotels gave rooms. 
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Amtrak Chief Outlines Expansion Plans with Infrastructure Spending 

 

https://thehill.com/policy/transportation/railroads/580482-amtrak-chief-lists-cities-likely-to-benefit-from 

  

 Amtrak CEO William Flynn has stated that money from the $ 1.2   trillion Infrastructure Bill could mean a 

significant expansion of Amtrak service.  It is also the largest funds increase in the history of Amtrak.  Some 

cities might see an increase in service.   For example, Phoenix to Tucson Arizona.  This is one of the routes that 

Amtrak could bring into existence.   Mr. Flynn also mentioned possible service to Nashville and also to Los 

Angeles and to Las Vegas. The possibility for these routes comes about with the Infrastructure Bill’s $ 66 

billion for the passenger rail system. 

 

He further stated that if these funds would be awarded, they would be absolutely transformational and more 

money than Amtrak has been awarded in the 50 years of its history.    

He also said that Amtrak’s ridership has been about 65% of what it was before the Covid pandemic, which 

stopped many people from traveling.  As for environmental issues, Mr. Flynn stated that the rail system’s goal 

is to reduce emissions by 40 % by 2030.  Although this reduction is not enough, it is still an important 

achievement and a goal that should be pursued. 

 

Amtrak’s Analysis of Its fiscal 2021 Shows Favorable Results for Long Distance Trains 

https://www.trains.com/trn/news-reviews/news-wire/analysis-amtrak-fiscal-2021-results-favor-longer-routes/ 

For the fiscal Year ending 2021, re revenue and ridership were both off by 63% from 2019 at the same period 

on the Amtrak fiscal calendar.  In 2021, the company generated $ 882.8 million.  This is far less than the $ 2.3 

billion in 2019.   Combined ridership of the long distance, state supported and the northeast corridor totaled 

12.8 million riders.   This is far less than the $ 32.8 million passengers riding between the same calendar quarter 

of 2019.  Ridership began dropping at about March 2020.  There were also service drops, partly due to nearly 

empty trains. 

*     As for the long distance trains, they continued to perform better than the tother interregional trains.  This 

still happened despite reductions of 12 interregional trains to weekly frequencies.  This tended to limit 

equipment assignments and it created sold out conditions on many trains.  The auto train was the only overnight 

train that still ran on a daily basis. There were also some reduced fare sales.   

 *     Some of the state-supported trains ran daily.  This helped the level of income for some of Amtrak’s routes.  

Some of the state-supported trains for commuters and students did poorest when operating authorities did not 

restore daily frequencies of state and regional trains.  

*     The Northeast Corridor trains like the Acela and the northeast regional trains have suffered loses compared 

to 2019.  But because they have historically created important demand, Amtrak has been offering lower fares to 

encourage customers to ride the train.  That strategy has not been tried on the other parts of the system.  Food 

service has been enhanced on some routes to attract customers.      

Note:  This material is drawn from comments in an article in Trains Magazine by Bob Johnston, printed in October 2021 
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An Amtrak Train Hit a Semi Truck Loaded with Automobiles at an Oklahoma Crossing 

https://nypost.com/video/train-crash-sends-vehicles-flying-in-oklahoma/ 

This video is a wake-up call to everyone trying to beat the train, or not looking both ways at a crossing with 

only crossbucks.  It graphically shows the violence of an impact from a train. 

In this case, parts of the train and the car hauler flew up into the air.  The impact was so fast that one cannot 

easily see what happened.  Apparently, the car hauler somehow got unbalanced and was ‘high centered” making 

it impossible to get out of the way of the train.   It was stuck on the tracks.  Parts of the truck “exploded” into 

debris flying through the air.   Five passengers aboard the Amtrak train and were taken to a nearby hospital, 

though not seriously injured.  The truck driver was not hurt.  Several vehicles in the hauler itself were damaged. 

The collision caused the front part of the train to derail and caused damage to the rail bed. 

Note:  If stuck on the tracks and cannot move:  Get out of the car right way.  Get your location and call 911 

 

Highway Expansion Just Keeps Growing and Growing 

https://www.bloomberg.com/news/features/2021-09-28/why-widening-highways-doesn-t-bring-traffic-relief 

The giant Interstate Highway 35 in Austin Texas is an example of how easy it is for highway expansion to keep 

growing, crowding out rail and other modes of mass transit.   As the population of Texas and Austin grows, the 

Texas Department of Transportation solves the problem of traffic congestion the easy way.  Just add more 

lanes. !   Of course, this is quite costly, $ 7.9 billion is estimated.  The plan would destroy over 150 homes and 

businesses, and further create a barrier between racially different communities, as well as impacting   

environmentally sensitive areas.   

Emission of contaminants into the air will increase. The option of increasing some forms of mass transit is 

ignored.  The lessons of past projects are ignored.  Some other states have learned that widening highways does 

not decrease congestion.  It invites more traffic and gridlock.  That is, congestion rises to meet capacity. 

Commentators have realized this basic principle as early as 1932.    But US transportation officials are working 

with interests such as construction.  Unless these interests change, the state will continue to repeat the same 

costly mistakes.  For example, a British author spoke of how advances in coal mining would lead to the 

exhaustion of coal deposits.  This is similar to trying to lose weight by letting   out the seams of one’s pants and 

loosening the belt.  Adding more lanes induces more driving.  The fact that public transportation is safer than 

driving is ignored.    

Driving is fast and easy, compared to riding underfinanced public transportation that is not always as pleasant or 

fast.  Public transportation becomes poorer in quality as money goes elsewhere.   People will still drive as more 

highways are built.  Another factor is housing that is spread out in suburbs.  This encourages more driving, 

more traffic accidents and makes public transportation less workable.  As for climate change, this is changing 

the focus of this debate and some priorities.   Transit may finally get its share of funds if things get bad enough.         

See:  https://www.1kfriends.org/oppose-i-94-expansion/ 
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At the Depot: 

 Rail Station Photos by Mr. Floyd M. Rose, Photographer 

  Greetings again, fellow Rail Fans !!  We continue our journey looking for existing Wisconsin train depots 

along the current Amtrak “Empire Builder” route.  In this issue we are stopping in Tomah WI.  This depot is an 

Amtrak stop, one of six that Amtrak makes in our great state.  The depot is a wooden structure, designed and 

built in 1903, by the Chicago, Milwaukee & St. Paul Railroad, (Milwaukee Road) and it is a typical design for 

the period, which consists of a waiting room for passengers, freight section and station master office.     

 

 It is currently not a staffed station, but does have a caretaker who opens and closes the original waiting room, 

which also has restrooms.   Facility and track ownership is Canadian Pacific Railway / Soo Line Railroad.  

Tomah's importance is its location, with the convergence of Interstate 90 and Interstate 94, also the junctions of 

US Hwy 12, and State Hwy 21, 16, and 131.   Tomah is also served by freight railroads Canadian Pacific and 

Union Pacific, with passenger service provided by National Rail Passenger Corporation, (Amtrak).   As a side 

note, the Tomah area also sports such diversity as, Camp McCoy, a 60,000 acre military training center, and a 

very large Amish population.                

The Depot is located @ 145 W. Washington St., Tomah, and can be seen from the train as it moves.   

           

                                  

Also, Dine at the Rock Bottom Express at 211 Gardner Ave. in Jefferson, WI.     Located in a 1914 Chicago & 
Northwestern R.R. Depot.   Find them on Facebook  

 Mr. Rose is a contributing member of the Railroad Station Historical Society 
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President Biden Signs the $1 Trillion Bipartisan Infrastructure Bill into Law 

https://www.npr.org/2021/11/15/1055841358/biden-signs-1t-bipartisan-infrastructure-bill-into-law 

President Biden has signed a $ 1 trillion infrastructure bill into law, enacting a key piece of his domestic 

spending agenda that will funnel billions to states and local governments to upgrade outdated roads, bridges, 

transit systems and more. 

The event — which the White House said was in front of some 800 guests, including members of Congress, 

governors and state and local officials from both sides of the aisle, as well as labor and business leaders — saw 

the President deliver on two key campaign promises:  his vow to broker legislation that could get support from 

both Republicans and Democrats;  and his pledge to get major legislation to provide badly needed money for 

public works projects that his predecessors from both parties tried repeatedly to move, but failed to deliver. 

In the South Lawn ceremony, Mr. Biden said that people have heard "countless speeches and promises, white 

papers from the experts" about the need to improve the nation's roads, bridges and other forms of 

infrastructure.”   But today, we are finally getting this done."   " So, my message to the American people is this: 

America is moving again, and your life is going to change for the better."   GOP Senator Rob Portman of Ohio, 

one of the bill's authors, also focused on bipartisanship. "This is what can happen when Republicans and 

Democrats say we're going to work together to get something done," he said.   Mr. Portman, who is not running 

for reelection next year, also praised former President Donald Trump, who he said had "furthered the 

discussion" on infrastructure during his tenure.  Trump declared "Infrastructure Week" several times during his 

term, but was never able to get a bill through Congress. 

The legislation signed into law attracted support from 19 Senate Republicans and 13 House GOP members, 

despite strong opposition from Trump and some GOP leaders who linked it to a larger, partisan domestic 

spending package.  Still, it was a change from previous infrastructure bills, which have passed with 

overwhelmingly bipartisan votes.   Trump has also attacked many of the GOP lawmakers who voted for the 

current bill and it has encouraged primary challenges to them.     

 

Mr. Portman alluded to the threats issued by Trump and others aimed at the Republicans who voted for the 

measure. "Finding common ground to advance the interests of the American people should be rewarded, not 

attacked," Portman said.     Several Republicans who negotiated the bill attended the signing ceremony, 

including Sens. Susan Collins of Maine, Lisa Murkowski of Alaska and Bill Cassidy of Louisiana. 

Republicans backing the bill received some criticism.  

Rep. Marjorie Taylor Greene, (R-Ga) opposed the bipartisan bill and tweeted out the names of the 13 House 

Republicans, calling them "traitors."   She also included phone numbers of their offices.  She and a small group 

of Republicans are urging GOP leaders to strip those who backed the bill from their committee assignments. 

Michigan GOP Rep. Fred Upton told the Detroit News he has received over 1,000 calls, including "nasty death 

threats" after Greene posted his number.  Rep. Tom Reed, R-N.Y., told the Buffalo News he also received 

threats and reported them to police.   A 64-year-old man was arrested last week in Nassau County in New York 

after threatening to kill Rep. Andrew Garbarino, citing his support for the infrastructure bill.  Mr. Garbarino told 

the New York Post the police had visited his home and are more concerned about the threats now than those he's 

received in the past.   Top Republican leaders on Capitol Hill have been largely silent about the threats.   
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Freight Railroads Will Start Bolstering Cyber Security 

 

https://www.railpage.com.au/news/s/tsa-directs-freight-railroads-to-bolster-cybersecurity-report-incidents 

Cybersecurity is always a complex and difficult matter for many businesses.  Freight railroads must also be 

concerned with this issue.  Part of this process will involve the requirement to report cyber incidents within 24 

hours to the Transportation Security Administration.  This is a very recent directive of that agency. 

 The intention is to strengthen cyber security throughout the entire industry.  The freight railroads must 

designate a cybersecurity coordinator to create a plan for incident response.  Any areas that could be vulnerable 

should be analyzed and a plan developed for how the problem will be dealt with, especially in emergency 

situations.   

The TSA has also issued directives for passenger rail and public transit operations.  These directives will also 

keep the public safe as they travel.   The directive also protects railroad employees.  They protect our vital 

infrastructure, says a representative of the Department of Homeland Security.  The Association of American 

Railroads has said that this directive addresses some important concerns.   

The industry is taking security seriously.   Railroads have been coordinating with each other and with the 

government to enhance the security of information.  These directives should go a long way to enhancing he 

welfare of our country’s freight railroads. 

These procedures will protect against ransomware attacks that have been targeting companies throughout the 

country.  This can have very serious results.  No US railroads has been victimized his way.  Railroads have 

consistently been working together and with the government to ensure that such damage cannot occur.  This is 

an evolving area, but it is so important to the US railroad infrastructure 

 

US freight Railroads Praise the Infrastructure Bill 

https://www.aar.org/news/railroads-praise-house-passage-of-bipartisan-infrastructure-package/ 

The House of Representatives has agreed on a bipartisan package of the legislation which is favorable for the 

infrastructure of our rail system.  It is now sent to President Biden for his signature.   Called the Investment and 

Jobs Act,  it includes a five year surface transportation authorization.  The railroads, in particular freight, but 

also passenger rail lines are affected by the award.   

Although they continue to face supply chain problems, funding and policy solutions must continue to look to 

the challenges that railroads will face in the future.  At this time many of the long term investments are overdue.  

Capacity issues and safety of our public infrastructure, as well as advances in rail shipping are important. 

The bill provides $ 845 million per year for grade crossing safety and elimination, and   $ 555 billion for 

discretionary infrastructure programs.  This provides significate support for passenger rail and DOTs.   Funds 

are also provided for technologies to help reduce greenhouse gases emissions and to address climate change.  
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Amtrak Considers Rail Service to Eau Claire 

Eau Claire had sought passenger rail service for many years.  But now, this service is being seriously 

considered.  This occurs as part of a new 15 year plan that was announced in April by Amtrak, our passenger 

rail service.  The plan is called “Amtrak Connects Us”.   It is a vision to add and improve passenger rail service 

in the area and it will add many passengers over the next decade.  The new route would run between Milwaukee 

and St. Paul and would pass through Eau Claire.  This plan also considers service to Madison as a long sought-

after goal.   

Extending the route in this manner should add rail service could possibly add up to 60 additional communities 

to the nations passenger rail service and could include other communities as well. 

The West Central Wisconsin Rail Coalition had been working for years to bring passenger rail service back to 

the Chippewa Valley area.   Inclusion in the nationwide vision shows the importance of passenger rail to being 

new and exciting development in the area.  Eau Claire is a prosperous area with growing communities, some of 

the fastest growing communities in the state.  Having passenger rail in a community enhances the community’s 

image and economic development. 

The Eau Claire Chamber of Commerce is very involved in this effort.  In addition, the West Central Wisconsin 

Rail Coalition has worked with the Eau Claire Chamber of Commerce for this project and has made significant 

contributions to this project since its beginning. 

Bringing passenger rail to a community will help it to grow and bring new vitality to the economic development 

of the region.  The plan is part of President Biden’s $ 2.3 trillion federal infrastructure package, called the 

Bipartisan Infrastructure and American Jobs Act.   This work to bring the service to Eau Claire will help the 

community to grow and bring a new vitality to the region.   

 However, this may be rather long process.   In fact, this route was added to the State Rail Plan in 2014.  Service 

would run between Eau Clare and St. Paul with several stops along the way.  It would bring many visitors to the 

region. 

Note:  Links won’t work if the content is changed or moved from the internet. 

 

 

Badger Rails is published 4 times per year by the Wisconsin Association of Railroad Passengers, a not-for-profit 

Wisconsin membership association.  Eldeen Carpenter, Editor;  and Jim Sponholz, Editorial Consultant.  

 

WisARP President is John Parkyn, Stoddard, WI, (608)788-7004, email: cen10297@centurytel.net  

Send membership questions/address changes to:   Jim Sponholz at 4858 N. Berkeley Blvd., Whitefish Bay, WI. 

53217       email:  wisarpmembership@gmail.com 

Please send comments or news items to the Editor at: badgerrails@gmail.com 

 

Important Links:  

 
WisARP on the Web:          https://wisarp.info  

All Aboard Wisconsin:        http://allaboardwisconsin.com                                                                                                  

All Aboard Minnesota:         http://www.allaboardmn.org 
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WisARP 

4858 N. Berkeley Blvd. 

Whitefish Bay, WI  53217                                                                                                                                                                                                  

www.wisarp.info                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                       
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If you are new to WisARP, Join Us ! 

We would Love to have you ! 

Simply send us your name, email address, mailing address, city and zip code 

Send to:   WisARP, at 4858 N. Berkeley Blvd., Whitefish Bay, WI  53217 


