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BUDGET BATTLES CONTINUE 
BUDGET DISSCUSSIONS HAVE BEGUN 

IN MADISON 
Going back to spring 2020 budget 

considerations for the TCMC train have almost 

exclusively been focused on Minnesota at the State 

Capitol in St. Paul.  

With the 

discussions ongoing 

over the 2021-2023 

biennial budget, we 

here in Wisconsin 

need to center on 

our own budget 

debate.  

Wisconsin’s 

share for the TCMC 

train is $6.2 million, 

which will help pay for Wisconsin track upgrades in and 

around the LaCrosse area.   

Other rail construction work in Wisconsin in the 

Milwaukee area is directly attributed to the Hiawatha 

expansion, but there’s no question all projects will 

benefit the TCMC and the Empire Builder.   

During the month of April, the Joint Committee 

on Finance has been holding budget hearings 

throughout the state in a limited manner due to COVID 

concerns.  The JCF will hold a virtual hearing on April 28 

between 10a and 5p.  You must register to participate in 

the hearing.  Information regarding the hearing is 

available at 

https://legis.wisconsin.gov/topics/budgetcomments/vir

tual/ 

WisARP is encouraging all city leaders, 

administrators, and support staff to contact your local 

senators and representatives expressing your support 

for this second train along the Empire Builder route.  

We can’t 

emphasize 

enough how 

important this 

support will be 

for all of us.   

 

OVERWHELMING SUPPORT FOR TCMC 
Earlier in April the Wisconsin Department of 

Transportation sponsored a website which served the 

function of a town hall meeting.  The comment period 

ended April 9, 2021, but the website remains with all 

the information.   

The website took in over 3,800 comments.  An 

incredible number that has surprised everyone 

involved.  Another surprise was only four percent of 

comments were not in favor or of less favor of the train.  

An amazing 84 percent of comments were in favor of 

the TCMC train.   

https://legis.wisconsin.gov/topics/budgetcomments/virtual/
https://legis.wisconsin.gov/topics/budgetcomments/virtual/
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INCREASED FREQUENCY vs 

HIGH SPEED RAIL 
Zoom meetings are exceedingly 

used in most avocations now, and 

Passenger Rail is no different.   

One topic of discussion 

that most experts agree on is 

Increased Frequency will carry 

more benefits than creating one 

high speed rail train.   

Everyone agrees when 

perspective passengers are given a 

choice as to when they can come 

and go, they are more likely to 

choose the passenger rail option 

when there is more than one train 

per day.   

Here are more benefits 

the TCMC will bring compared to 

one Empire Builder train per day: 

A shorter travel time 

between the two endpoints, St. 

Paul, and Chicago.  The 

expectation is this train will be 

much more reliable than the 

eastbound Builder.   

Additional stops at the 

Milwaukee Airport and Sturtevant. 

No new infrastructure is 

necessary for this train helping 

keep expenses down.   

Additional options for 

those that don’t drive.  It’s 

reported over one million 

Wisconsin residents do not drive.   

A shuttle from the Eau 

Claire/ Chippewa Valley area 

connecting to Tomah. 

The impact of this train 

will be as important if not more 

important to residents outside of 

the communities with train stops.  

More data has come forward 

showing many existing train riders 

are traveling 75 to 100 miles just 

to ride the Empire Builder.  They 

are also spending for dining, 

shopping, and lodging in many 

cases.   

For additional information 

check out the WisDOT TCMC page: 

https://wisconsindot.gov/Pages/p

rojects/multimodal/tcmc.aspx  

WisDOT has also created a 

new Project Booklet available at: 

https://wisconsindot.gov/Docume

nts/projects/multimodal/rail/2021

0414_TCMC-booklet.pdf 

 

RURAL TRAVEL ISSUES 
Rural communities, much like 

Tomah, Portage and Columbus, 

are increasingly facing the 

challenge of losing business, jobs, 

and residents to larger 

metropolitan areas. This impacts 

not only the viability of 

the community, but also 

the finances with 

decreasing tax revenues 

and less money working 

through the local 

economy. Dependable 

transportation options to major 

metropolitan areas, combined 

with lower cost of living and other 

factors, can help make these 

communities more competitive 

and attractive.  

The TCMC will have a 

positive economic impact for the 

small and mid-size communities 

along the Corridor by better 

connecting them with the 

economic epicenters of Chicago, 

Minneapolis/Saint Paul, and 

Milwaukee, and helping to attract 

and retain businesses and 

residents.   

 

What is the TCMC 

train? 

The acronym is derived from the 

endpoints with Milwaukee in the 

center:  Twin Cities- Milwaukee- 

Chicago.  The TCMC project will add 

one daily round-trip regional train 

between these cities and serve all 

current Empire Builder stations in-

between.  The TCMC service will be 

considered a regional passenger rail 

corridor (as opposed to Amtrak long-

distance) because it is under the 750 

mile-standard set by the Passenger 

Rail Investment and Improvement Act 

of 2008.  This train will be state 

supported like the Milwaukee- 

Chicago Hiawatha trains.  The cost of 

the TCMC Train will be split mostly 

between the two state sponsors that 

will benefit the most: Minnesota and 

Wisconsin. 

TCMC NEWSLETTER 
Is created and written by Terry 

Brown, Vice President- 

Public Relations for 

WisARP and is solely 

responsible for its 

content.  

WisARPWisc@Gmail.com  

https://wisconsindot.gov/Documents/projects/multimodal/rail/20210414_TCMC-booklet.pdf
https://wisconsindot.gov/Documents/projects/multimodal/rail/20210414_TCMC-booklet.pdf
https://wisconsindot.gov/Documents/projects/multimodal/rail/20210414_TCMC-booklet.pdf
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EMPIRE BUILDER UPDATE  
Amtrak announced last month the Empire Builder will 

return to daily operation beginning Monday, May 24.  

This is in 

response to 

President Biden 

signing his 

Covid-19 Relief 

Bill which 

including 

additional 

funding for 

Amtrak.   

Amtrak 

has also 

announced 

beginning May 

23, the rail 

service will no 

longer be 

limiting capacity 

on the Long-

Distance 

service.  When 

searching for 

Amtrak train 

travel, the grid 

showing 

available trains 

will also show 

the percentage of seats sold on each train.  This option 

is intended to put customers in control to book a less 

crowded train.   

If capacity exceeds a customers’ comfort level, 

they can change their ticket without incurring a change 

fee.  Customers would be responsible for any fare 

difference in the change.   

Amtrak will continue to require all customers 

and employees to wear a face mask on the trains and in 

stations, even if state or local policies are different.   

Regarding vaccinations, Amtrak has stated a 

goal of total vaccination for all employees.     

   

Wisconsin Department of Transportation has released 

an eight-page document detailing many of the issues 

surrounding the implementation of the TCMC train.  

The next phase is the Final Design and Construction, but 

this phase is contingent on Wisconsin delivering our 

share at $6.2 million.  Minnesota needs to budget their 

share at $10 million before the next phase will begin.  

TCMC PROJECT BOOKLET 
This 8-page booklet is a full color information 

blitz on almost everything TCMC.  This booklet was 

released last week and debuted at the West Central 

Wisconsin Rail Coalition Board Meeting on Thursday, 

April 18.    

There isn’t much else to discuss about this train 

after reading through completely.  The document even 

has some information from the March 2021 public 

website, including a sampling of comments.   

There are brief explanations of the construction 

areas for this train, mostly in Minnesota with some 

work in and around LaCrosse.   

WisDOT has been the lead agency securing FRA 

funding for the Final Design and Construction ($31.8 

million) and funding to offset state operating costs for 

the first three years ($12.6 million).  The booklet 

contains a greater detailed breakdown of funding. 

 The way WisDOT has organized and 

implemented the initial phases of creation has gone a 

long way keeping tax-payer costs down while still 

delivering a solid train.  Check out this booklet online 

at: 

https://wisconsindot.gov/Documents/projects/multimo

dal/rail/20210414_TCMC-booklet.pdf 

https://wisconsindot.gov/Documents/projects/multimodal/rail/20210414_TCMC-booklet.pdf
https://wisconsindot.gov/Documents/projects/multimodal/rail/20210414_TCMC-booklet.pdf
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Wisconsin Association of Railroad Passengers (WisARP) 

New member sign-up form 2021 

Since 1977, WisARP has been the voice of the rail passenger in Wisconsin. Our strength is in the 

strength of our membership. A one-year trial WisARP membership is free. Besides our quarterly newsletter, 

WisARP also has email groups to provide members with the latest news.  

 It has been 10 years since the Walker administration turned back federal money that WisDOT had 

applied for to continue development of the Madison extension.  The work of WisARP goes on. We are still 

focused on: 

(1) You are seeing this New Member Sign-Up sheet in a newsletter keeping Wisconsin citizens informed over 

developments of the second train on the current Empire Builder route between the Twin Cities and Chicago 

(called the TCMC train.). 

(2) Getting Improvements to the existing Hiawatha service and  

(3) Implementation of the Midwest Regional Rail System.  

If you would like to join WisARP for the journey ahead, it is simple.  Just fill out the form below.   Your 

first year (2021) is FREE with this special TCMC Newsletter form!   

Jim Sponholz  

WisARP VP-Membership  
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

   
Name  _____________________________________________________________ 

 

Address   _________________________________________________________________ 

 

City  _____________________________  State  ___________  Zip __________________ 
 

Please add your email address below to receive the latest WisARP news including Badger Rails.    

 
Email address ____________________________________________________      

Mail To: Jim Sponholz, WisARP  

  4858 N. Berkeley Blvd.   

  Whitefish Bay, WI   53217 

 


