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TCMC HEARING ONLINE 
WisDOT website asking for comments  
 For those of us that remember when new 

passenger train projects that began bearing traits 

resembling promising development, there was always 

one or more public hearings.  How do you accomplish 

this in the COVID era?   

Since Zoom Meetings require all interested 

parties to be available at a certain time, but not a 

prescribed place; that wasn’t the answer for WisDOT 

with the current engineering progress on the TCMC 

train.   

WisDOT has created a website that performs 

this function, laying out all the usual display materials 

either on the website or in a video that’s currently on 

the WisDOT YouTube Channel.  Vaccines are becoming 

common, but COVID mandates are still making some in 

society skittish about public gatherings.   

The WisDOT website invites public comments 

on the TCMC train.  This website will accept comments 

through Friday, April 9.   

The website for public display is: 

https://wisconsindot.gov/Pages/projects/multimodal/tc

mc.aspx 

The YouTube video related to this public 

hearing process is: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iNrYz1OCtQw 

 

Wisconsin Department of Transportation Passenger Rail 

Manager Arun Rao said at the WisARP March 27, 2021 

meeting there’s been over 1,000 comments to date on 

the TCMC Hearing webpage.  This is an impressive and 

unprecedented number of comments.  Certainly, the 

amount of positive feedback for this train portends 

good news for the immediate future.   

 

There’s been much publicity surrounding the State of 

Minnesota’s need to budget their share of the TCMC.   

BUDGET PROCESS  Check out page two of this 

newsletter for updates from St. Paul.   

But Wisconsin is staring in the face its share of 

the TCMC construction phase in the budget work in 

Madison coming up this spring, leading to the 2021-

2023 state budget cycle.   

How important will this train be to you and your 

community?  Not just the cities that have stops along 

the route, but certainly surrounding cities and counties 

could also be impacted by an additional train along the 

Empire Builder corridor.   

The Wisconsin $6.2 million share of the TCMC 

train is included in Wisconsin Governor Evers budget for 

a bonding bill.  TCMC News will continue to monitor the 

progress of this request 

through the Joint Finance 

Committee.   
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MINNESOTA 

UPDATE 
Our friends at All Aboard 

Minnesota and Great River Rail 

Commission continue to work 

assisting State Government in 

allocating $10 million for 

Minnesota’s share of the Final 

Design and Construction Phase of 

the TCMC.   

Hopes were raised when 

Republican Senator Jeremy Miller 

from Winona introduced a bill that 

would supply the necessary $10 

million.  This news was reported in 

the Trains Magazine Newswire 

March 16, 

2021.  The 

Republican 

controlled 

Senate has 

blocked 

TCMC 

funding in 

previous 

attempts.  But currently the 

Republicans hold a slim 34-33 

majority in the Senate.  Any 

Minnesota Republican, including 

Senator Miller, favoring passenger 

rail would tip the scales towards 

passage of passenger rail friendly 

bills.   

The current two-year 

budget cycle runs through June 

30, 2021.  Like Wisconsin, work is 

in progress for the next two-year 

budget cycle of 2021 thru 2023.  

The first important step has 

already been accomplished with 

Minnesota Governor Walz 

including the TCMC funds 

requested in his proposed budget.   

 Amtrak announced last 

EMPIRE BUILDER UPDATE month 

the Empire Builder will return to 

daily operation beginning 

Monday, May 24.  This is in 

response to President Biden 

signing his Covid-19 Relief Bill 

which including additional funding 

for Amtrak.   

Amtrak has also 

announced beginning May 23, the 

rail service will no longer be 

limiting capacity on the Long-

Distance service.  When searching 

for Amtrak train travel, the grid 

showing available trains will also 

show the percentage of seats sold 

on each train option.  This option 

is intended to put customers in 

control to book a less crowded 

train 

if that 

meets 

their 

scheduling needs.   

If capacity exceeds a 

customers’ comfort level, they can 

change their ticket without 

incurring a change fee.  Customers 

would be responsible for any fare 

difference in the change.   

Amtrak will continue to 

require all customers and 

employees to wear a face mask on 

the trains and in stations, even if 

state or local policies are different.   

Regarding vaccinations, 

Amtrak has stated a goal of total 

vaccination for all employees.     

Sometime later this 

summer Amtrak has promised 

upgraded bedding for all private 

rooms.  The AutoTrain will be 

upgraded first, with other Long-

Distance trains rolling out 

afterwards.  There are no specifics 

listed on what the upgraded 

bedding will entail.   

Hopefully, late summer or 

fall you’ll see Amtrak’s new engine 

purchase leading the Empire 

Builder.  The ALC-42 made by 

Siemens will be replacing the 

aging GE P42s that have been 

serving since the 1990s.   

  The ALC-42 is the latest 

technology Tier-4 compliant, 

resulting in more than 89 percent 

less emissions than the P-42, while 

being leaner on diesel fuel 

consumption.  The ALC-42 is like 

the SC-44 that’s been powering 

the Hiawatha trains for several 

years.  But the ALC-42 has more 

fuel capacity and increased Power 

for managing the longer trains.    

 The Siemens ALC-42 also 

conforms to the “Buy American” 

Act stressed by former President 

Trump and the newly signed bill by 

President Biden.   

 

What is the TCMC 

train? 

The acronym is derived from the 

endpoints with Milwaukee in the 

center:  Twin Cities- Milwaukee- 

Chicago.  The TCMC project will add 

one daily round-trip regional train 

between these cities and serve all 

current Empire Builder stations in-

between.  The TCMC service will be 

considered a regional passenger rail 

corridor because it is under the 750 

mile-standard set by the Passenger 

Rail Investment and Improvement Act 

of 2008.  This train will be state 

supported like the Milwaukee- 

Chicago Hiawatha trains.  The cost of 

the TCMC Train will be split mostly 

between the two state sponsors that 

will benefit the most: Minnesota and 

Wisconsin. 


