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Amtrak Proposes Making Madison, Wisconsin a Railway Hub 

https://www.dailycardinal.com/article/2021/04/amtrak-proposes-making-madison-a-wisconsin-railway-

hub#:~:text=National%20Railroad%20Passenger%20Corporation%20Amtrak,that%20would%20span%20the%20nation 

 

Amtrak has just released an ambitious fifteen -year proposal to connect Madison to other railway systems that 

cross Madison and would reach some areas across of the nation.  This proposal comes as President Biden is 

promoting a massive $ 2 Billion infrastructure plan that is including funds for railroad transportation to other 

areas.  This proposal would include routes to Eau Clare, Green Bay and the Twin Cities.  Marc Magliari of 

Amtrak has said that this proposal would help to connect Madison to the greater Wisconsin area and to other 

midwestern cities. 

With this proposal, it would be easier for various other states to do what Wisconsin has talked about doing for a 

long time.  Madison and other communities along the way would gain more access to transportation and put 

them on the map of Amtrak service. 

This idea has been talked about for years. As we recall from 2010, then Governor Jim Doyle had secured 

Federal funding for a similar project connecting Madison to Amtrak.  Scott Walker then sent the money back 

and construction never began. 

At this time the closest Amtrak station to Madison is located 31 miles away at Columbus, Wisconsin.  This 

connection is difficult to make and is impractical for many Wisconsin residents in the area. 

However, President Biden’s infrastructure plans still have a long way to go before they are implemented.  

Republicans are concerned about the plan’s cost but Democrats are strongly in favor of it, and think that it does 

not go far enough.  However, the cost of a project is often the decisive factor.  Others say that rail service of this 

scope would certainly invigorate the Madison economy.  Madison Mayor Satya Rhodes-Conway is supportive 

of the proposal.     

 

The Amtrak Maintenance Facility at Beech Grove, Indiana is Destroyed by Fire 

https://fox59.com/news/fires-in-two-buildings-at-amtrak-facility-in-beech-grove-intentionally-set-investigators-say/ 

 

This facility housing paint and cleaning supplies burned during the night of May 2nd.  The fires started in two 

separate places and spread very quickly, which indicates arson.  Both buildings collapsed and have been 

demolished.  The FBI is investigating, as well as the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco and Firearms.  They call the 

incident domestic terrorism.  Fortunately, no firefighters were seriously injured.                                                  
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 A Conservative American Discusses Amtrak Joe and Train Travel 

From an opinion piece by Mr. Douglas MacKinnon 

https://thehill.com/opinion/white-house/548434-a-conservative-sides-with-amtrak-joe-on-train-travel 

The author f this piece, Mr. MacKinnon, states that he used to travel on airplanes frequently in years past.  But 

as time went on, he developed hearing loss that was partially caused by pressure in his ears from air travel.  Mr. 

MacKinnon also developed balance issues and now visits ear specialists.  Because of this he began taking 

Amtrak for his daily commute.  He thought he would miss flying but the opposite happened.  He enjoyed the 

relaxation and friends he met on trains in the US and Europe.   

During the 1980s, he worked in the White House and took the train from New York City.  That was the same 

daily round trip route that now President Joe Biden took when he was a US Senator.  He sometimes sat near Mr. 

Biden and states that Mr. Biden was always courteous and friendly and even visited with him at times.  The 

author agrees with Mr. Biden on the importance of Amtrak to millions of Americans.  

But the author also cites problems that Amtrak has had mostly due to a lack of leadership at Amtrak and poor 

supervision of employees.  He states that some politicians who decide Amtrak’s fate do not ride the train. But 

others who really need train transportation have limited means or don’t drive and they really need the train.  He 

states that more Congress people should ride the train and talk to the people there. 

He has also talked to many Amtrak employees.  Most are very dedicated and care about passengers.  But a few 

are not good employees.  On one occasion an employee off-loaded all of the beef steaks from the train to 

someone, for cash.  The author questions how much of Amtrak’s subsidy is lost with no accountability.  The 

author concludes that to fulfill President Biden’s vision of a great national passenger rail service, they need to 

ensure that Amtrak employees have first class supervision 

Note: Mr. MacKinnon is a former Special Assistant for Policy and Communications at the Pentagon 

 

Amtrak Joe Talks Benefits of Train Travel at Amtrak’s 50th Year Celebration, May 2021 

by Ms. Allison Fox 

https://www.travelandleisure.com/travel-news/joe-

biden-amtrak-event 

President Biden spoke at Amtrak’s 50th 

Anniversary celebration this month, he spoke of the 

employees who work very hard.  He stated that his 

commuting on the train was not just a commute, but 

was like being with an entire other family.                                                                                               

He has clocked over one million miles over the 

years.  He also said that train travel is so good for 

the environment.  He said that the US is “behind” 

much of the world with High Speed Rail.  He commented that “We have to invest.”  Transit is part of 

infrastructure.  If we can connect Milwaukee to Green Bay and Madison it would create great jobs.                                                                                                                                                                                                                            
Note:  Photo is from Stock Images   
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The Create Program:  A Project in Cook County, Illinois 

Chicago Region Environmental and Transportation Efficiency Program 

 

Photo is from Google Images 

From a talk given by Ms. Toni Preckwinkle, President of the Cook County Board, in April 2021 

See:    https://www.aar.org/article/chicago-region-environmental-transportation-efficiency-program   ( a great video) 

Cook County is the third largest US metropolitan area with 2 million households and 5.2 million residents.  One 

of its major projects is the development and improvement of one of the busiest railroad junctions in the nation.  

This rail junction gives access to national and international markets and is the center of a railroad hub that 

serves much of the nation.  Holistic solutions are sought to improve this transportation hub with improvements 

to infrastructure that will keep trains moving and improve safety.  Six of the seven Class I railroads as well as 

parts of Chicago are served. 

Several modes of transportation are involved, including freight railroads, passenger trains.  Consideration is 

even given for bicyclists and pedestrian traffic at street crossings near the area.  It is a region-wide partnership.  

It is composed of over 70 related infrastructure projects where people and goods can move through the area.  

Consumer goods, vehicles, food, chemicals, coal, crops, pulp paper, energy products and construction materials 

are moved.   Their value of over $ 600 Billion passes through this junction.  The Create Project has regional and 

national impacts for the fluidity of rail commerce.  A listing and explanation of the projects can be found at:   

https://www.createprogram.org/projects/   

The Partners in the project include Amtrak, Metra, and freight railroads. They collaborate continually and all 

pay for the use of the junction.  Some tracks are grade separated and track and signals are being added or 

upgraded.  Cook County is very involved.  Up to 25 road and rail junctions are being eliminated.  Passenger 

trains are yielded to by freights during the rush hours of 6-9 am and 3-6 pm.   Hundreds of highway and rail 

crossings in the area have experienced over 2 million hours of lost productivity in a year for drivers and for 

Metra. The project’s partners help each other move through the area with fluidity, they collaborate to pay for the 

project and work with federal funders.     For more details, see:  www.createprogram.org 

A Chicago Union Station Upgrade Is in the Works 

We may dash through Union Station when traveling, but planned upgrades of amenities will be worth stopping 

to look at as they are completed.    See:  https://chicagounionstation.com/masterplan 

The food court, inground parking with secured passages into the building, links to the CTA, ADA upgrades, and 

a dog park, better WI-FI and provisions for bicycle storage are among planned upgrades.  They include 

improved      street access and traffic flow.   The main waiting area will double in size with incorporation of the 

Metropolitan Lounge.  We must await information about improvements to the north and south lounges that we 

all use.                                                                                                                     



 

 

     Some Midwest Mayors Are Seeking an Extension of the Hiawatha Route 

See:   https://www.progressiverailroading.com/passenger_rail/news/Midwest-mayors-seek-extension-of-Amtrak-

Hiawatha-route--63242   

Also:   Another Proposal:  See:  https://www.kenoshanews.com/news/state-and-regional/govt-and-politics/amtrak-

releases-aspirational-map-for-next-15-years-with-hub-in-madison-new-stops-in/article_ec600c9f-1e7e-5e22-8805-

ea5a68c811b0.html 

Also:   https://madison.com/ct/opinion/column/dave_zweifel/plain-talk-biden-plan-gives-passenger-rail-a-boost-in-

wisconsin/article_35d38d9b-c32b-51b5-aaea-afe2001f0c24.html 

Also:   For background:  A prior proposal:   https://madison.com/ct/opinion/column/barry-gore-now-is-the-time-to-

bring-passenger-rail-to-madison/article_42dece38-a2da-5d16-a7e2-072ef7ef8a18.html 

Some Midwest mayors have contacted federal transportation officials about extending Amtrak’s Hiawatha in 

the Midwest.  They wrote to Secretary Pete Buttigieg and to the Federal Railroad Administration ‘s Amit Bose, 

Acting Administrator, asking that passenger rail service be a top priority in the Biden Administration’s 

infrastructure proposal known as the American Jobs Plan.   

This proposal would also apply to the Fixing America’s Surface Transportation Act reauthorization legislation, 

which will expire September 30th.  The Mayors are:  Lori Lightfoot of Chicago, Jacob Frey of Minneapolis, 

Melvin Carter of St. Paul, Tom Barrett of Milwaukee and Satya Rhodes-Conway of Madison.  The Mayors 

want the Hiawatha line, which operates between Chicago and Milwaukee to be extended to Minneapolis/St. 

Paul, and in addition, to include a stop in Madison.  ( location is not established yet )  

This extension of the service could certainly increase regional connections between our urban centers, 

connections to buses, other trains or local transportation, reaching more urban centers.  It could also contribute 

to a decrease of emissions, as people would have other options to get around in this area besides driving.  It is 

important that local and state officials understand the benefits of passenger rail that is well connected to other 

means of transportation, creating a network.  

 It is not clear whether the extension to Madison would be available on all Hiawatha routes or just one.  Past 

discussions for extensions to Madison have raised the question of how track would be made available and 

where a station would be located in order to obtain proximity to the State Capital.  Some smaller cities would 

gain connections around the area that were not possible before, unless one drives. 

Amtrak Receives $ 1.69 billion for COVID-19 Relief 

https://www.centralillinoisproud.com/news/local-news/amtrak-receives-1-69-billion-for-covid-19-relief/ 

The Pandemic of 2020 has forced Amtrak to furlough employees and as ticket revenue plummeted, so did 

Amtrak’s finances.  But now with this Federal money, Amtrak will offset the loss of ticket revenue that it uses 

to operate trains and maintain infrastructure.  Amtrak has begun recalling furloughed employees and it plans to 

restore long-distance service starting in late May.                                                                                                      

Note:     Full service between Chicago and Milwaukee resumes on the Hiawatha May 23, 2021    
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At the Depot:   

Rail Station Photos by Floyd M. Rose, Railroad Photographer, at Wisconsin Dells 

 

Greetings again, fellow Rail Fans!!   We continue our journey looking for existing Wisconsin train depots along 

the current Amtrak “Empire Builder” route.  In this issue we are stopping in Wisconsin Dells.  This is 

commonly known as “the Dells” or “Water-Park Capital of the World”.  Up until 1935, the town’s name was 

Kilbourn, being named after Byron Kilbourn, one of the founders of the Milwaukee Road.   At first glance you 

would think you are looking at a typical 1870's Milwaukee Road “Italianate” design depot, similar to the one we 

discussed in Hartland Wisconsin.   ( BR 1st Qtr – 2020, page 3 ) 

In fact, this is a replica depot, built in 1989. The original 1866 depot was demolished on July 4 1982 by a Soo 

Line combination freight / coal train derailment.  More than 70 people donated labor and money to rebuild this 

landmark replica depot that now serves Amtrak. 

Quoting the Great American Stations website: “With more than 80 attractions, Wisconsin Dells offers 

everything from heart-pounding excitement to stunning beauty, like a theme park nestled in a nature preserve. 

The Station is in a downtown shopping district lined with quaint fudge shops and world-class spas with 

luxurious product lines”.  The depot is located at 100 La Crosse Street Wisconsin Dells, WI 53965 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            

                          
Dine at a Depot:   At Another Location in Plymouth, WI:   See   P.J. Campbells Restaurant in a 1912 

Chicago & Northwestern RR Depot located at 114 Depot Road, 920-893-8600.                                                          

The rail line that is next door to Campbells is for local freight.     www.pjcampbellsatthedepot.com.                                                                           

German and American Specialties are served there. 
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More Amtrak Trains Would be a Great Benefit for Chicago 

https://chicago.suntimes.com/2021/4/9/22374066/amtrak-chicago-infrastructure-plan-illinois-president-biden-editorial 

 At this time, President Biden is proposing his infrastructure plan and now is the time to get more Amtrak 

service coming from Chicago and reaching much of the Midwest.  Amtrak is often said to be great train service 

as long as it is serving the east coast with its greater population density.  But what about the Midwest ?  Chicago 

is the hub of the Midwest rail service and it connects with many other cities whether by train or by a connecting 

bus to one’s final destination.  But a 2035 Vision Plan that has been developed by Amtrak shows Chicago could 

give a jump start to other parts of the country if President Biden’s infrastructure plan, called the American Jobs 

Plan, is adopted.   

For many travelers in the US, train travel would be more convenient and comfortable than short airplane flights 

that require driving to the airport, parking that may be expensive, and arriving a couple of hours early to get 

through security, especially if the lines are long.  Also, Amtrak makes stops along the way for people to get on 

or off during the course of their journey, and airplanes do not do this.     

While the infrastructure plan money could be used to repair and upgrade current routes, Amtrak hopes to add 30 

new routes and add more trains to 20 of them.   This approach would link Chicago to many more cities, and also 

to Wisconsin through the Chicago network.    

Congress and some state officials have cut and hamstrung Amtrak’s budget for years.  Yet, Amtrak does well by 

funding operations through passenger fares than other commuter services do.  Services have been cut and so has 

revenue from services, causing Amtrak to be in a constant budget crunch.  This forces Amtrak officials to be 

constantly asking Congress for money to fund its services that fares do not cover.  This constant budget squeeze 

is the main reason that the goal of reaching St. Louis from Chicago at 110 mph had been delayed.  

The states often partner with Amtrak if they can’t cover operating costs for routes under 750 miles.  But Amtrak 

hopes that President Biden’s $ 2 trillion infrastructure plan would allow it to cover the costs of the first years of 

adding service.  After start-up the cost would be much lower and the states could cover operating costs.  

However, expanding rail service has complications. 

 New service must usually run upon freight lines.  New holding tracks would be necessary in some places to 

allow passenger trains to pass.  Community opposition to construction of holding tracks near homes close to the 

tracks is often strong.  These tracks would allow noisy trains to idle and might destroy a tree buffer between the 

homes and the tracks.  Federal money would arrive but the states and local governments might oppose the 

project and refuse to contribute funds.   

Freight railroad companies own much of the nation’s trackage and do not like hosting passenger service.  Also, 

the cost of installing PTC is high.  But the need for service is great.  Some major cities do not even have train 

service, or trains may go through the town during the middle of the night.  Amtrak may receive Federal money 

but obstacles to implementation often arise.  Obstacles like these ones keep train service from growing and 

connecting America. 

See :    https://www.masstransitmag.com/rail/article/21208291/new-administration-brings-hope-to-americas-

intercity-passenger-rail 
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Daily service is Restored on the Amtrak Hiawatha Train Service  

https://www.jsonline.com/story/news/2021/04/23/amtrak-hiawatha-service- 

 all-aboard again as Amtrak this week resuming-its-pre-pandemic-schedule-may-23/7350688002/ 

 

As of May 23rd, Amtrak will begin to run more round trips between Milwaukee and Chicago. 

Thruway bus service between Green Bay and Milwaukee will run with stops in De Pere, Appleton, Oshkosh 

and fond Du Lac returning to its regular schedule.  Tickets can be booked now.  Hiawatha tickets are not valid 

on the Empire builder though.     Current Schedule of operations:   Monday – Friday.                                                 

For Reservations call: 1-800-USA-RAIL 

All riders must wear facial coverings.    Reservations are also required  (to maintain 50% occupancy) 

 

Daily Service is Restored on the Amtrak Long Distance Trains Service 

https://www.washingtonpost.com/local/trafficandcommuting/amtrak-service-stimulus/2021/03/10/e69a0f16-81e0-11eb-

9ca6-54e187ee4939_story.html 

As of May 24th,   Federal Relief Funds have made it possible for daily Amtrak long distance service is to be 

restored, including the Empire Builder.    Hundreds of furloughed employees are being called back to work in 

the coming months.  This is made possible by Congresses’ passing of a Covid Relief package that has $ 1.7 

Billion for Amtrak.  Service was ended in 2020 to hundreds of stations outside of the Northeast.  The intent was 

to save money when ridership dropped to close to zero with the coronavirus pandemic.    Most of the long 

distance trains have been operating only three times a week since the fall of 2020.   Crews have been hired back 

partially due to increased vaccinations.   President Biden signed the $ 1.9 trillion stimulus package in March.  

The idea is to lure back passengers and reassure them that train travel is once again safe.     Reservations are 

required.      For Reservations call: 1-800-USA-RAIL.    Waiting lists may apply for some routes. 

Video:  Jaw Tooth:   A Railfan Being Dumb With a Fast Approaching Amtrak Train  

See:   https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=k-57D2d-xBc&t=491s   (  at about the first 4  minutes of the video ) 

Note:   Links will not work in the content on the internet is changed or moved 

_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Badger Rails is published 4 times per year by the Wisconsin Association of Railroad Passengers, a not-for-profit 

Wisconsin membership association.  Eldeen Carpenter, Editor; and James Sponholz, Editorial Consultant.  

 

WisARP President is John Parkyn, Stoddard, WI, (608)788-7004, email: cen10297@centurytel.net  

Send membership questions/address changes to:  wisarpmembership@gmail.com. 

Send comments or news items to the Editor at:  badgerrails@gmail.com 

 

Important Links:  
WisARP on the Web:     www.wisarp.info                                                                                                                            

All Aboard Wisconsin:   www.allaboardwisconsin.com/ 

All Aboard Minnesota:    http://www.allaboardmn.org/  

 



 

 

 

WisARP 

4858 N. Berkeley Blvd. 

Whitefish Bay, WI  53217  
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New to WisARP  ?    Join Us ! 

We would Love to Have You ! 

 

Send us your name, email address, mailing address, city, state and zip 

Send to:   WisARP, 4858 N. Berkeley Blvd, Whitefish Bay, WI  53217 

 


