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Amtrak CEO William Flynn Requests $ 1.541 Billion in Additional Legislation 

See:    https://www.ustransportnews.com/post/amtrak-ceo-flynn-sets-company-priorities-for-legislation 

Mr. Flynn asked for $ 1.541 billion of Covid Relief funds to restore and sustain operations and recall employees 

through September 30 2021 and into the next fiscal year    He has not indicated if this amount would restore all 

long distance trains back to daily operation.   Restoration of each route would depend on certain public health, 

future demand and current ridership performance metrics, compared to pre-Covid demand for daily train 

service.  Mr. Flynn stated that Amtrak’s needs for fiscal 2022 will be outlined in a grant request which will be 

released after Mr. Biden’s State of the Union Address. 

Congress must create a predictable source of federal funding, like a trust fund for the national network so that 

Amtrak can pursue large multi-year projects and service expansions in the nation, without wondering if the 

money will be there.   This would be used instead of relying on annual appropriations.  One idea would be 

taking a penny out of every dollar of the gas tax money raised by the Highway Trust Fund.  Of course, the well-

funded highway lobby and auto industry representatives would challenge this measure. 

Mr. Flynn stated that Amtrak is seeking the support of statutes to ensure the Amtrak network can grow and 

serve the Legislators’ constituents better.  It is not specified how host railroads would react to passenger service 

expansion plans even with federal and state money for support.  These additions to service would require 

infrastructure improvements.  Amtrak continues to sue host railroads if passenger trains experience extensive 

delays due to freight train interference.  Quantification of delays has not yet been decided.  Amtrak wants the 

right to penalize any host railroad delays. 

Amtrak seeks to develop state-supported routes, usually less than 500 miles and have Congress’ support to 

cover most initial capital and operating costs for the new routes.  The plan is to defray expenses at start-up 

while ridership develops and preserve later state payments that are required by Statute.  This approach would 

prevent the loss of state supported services if the funds for it should stop, as with the Hoosier State train. 

President Biden’s Proposed Infrastructure Plan 

See:   https://www.enr.com/articles/51203-biden-kicks-off-infrastructure-bill-discussions-meets-with-key-senators 

Regarding high speed rail:   Mr. Biden) said: “They ( the Chinese ) have major, major new initiatives on rail.   

And they already have rail that goes 225 miles an hour with ease.  They’re working very hard to do what I think 

we’re going to have to do.” 
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Railroad Ties:  The Basis of Everything on the Rail Line 
 

 

See:    https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Railroad_tie            Photos are from Google Images 

 

The primary purpose of a railroad tie is to keep the rails in place, and at the correct distance apart.  It can also 

kelp with proper drainage.  Concrete ties hold their shape for many years and often are used for high speed rail.  

But there is not a lot of high speed rail in the US, so wooden ties can be seen more often.  They usually work 

well with freight train traffic as the trains are slow and heavy and weigh about twice as much as passenger 

trains.  One expert has said that sometimes in a derailment, a wheel can come off of the track and drag for 

miles.  This dragging wheel can break concrete ties in half.   But wood is more resilient.  A wheel mark can be 

made on the width of the tie but the tie stays intact.   Rails wear out faster on curves and the rail has to be 

replaced.  This means that the new rails have to be reattached to the existing ties.  This would possibly weaken 

the tie and could ruin it. 

 

One author has the opinion that wooden ties will continue to be made and used most often.  But treated wood 

disposal could be a problem.   Old ties can release a lot of tar fumes and other chemicals, and toxins could leak 

into the groundwater.   Railroad ties could also be a problem in landscaping uses.  Creosote, which is used as a 

preservative for the wood is toxic and its use has been banned in some places.  This is an oily product from the 

distillation of coal tar.  But when used in landscaping it can irritate the eyes and skin and is toxic to breathe, 

especially for people with lung disorders.  Sawdust should not be inhaled.  As for disposal, landfills should be 

contacted for the proper disposal procedures.  Some landfills may not take wood treated in this manner.   But 

burning releases toxic gases into the air.   It is best to use breathing protection when working with treated 

railroad ties. 

 

Automatic Braking Systems Are Now Installed on Many US Railroads Ahead of Schedule 

Years after automatic braking systems were developed for trains, their installation was ordered by Congress.  

The FRA has stated that PTC systems are now in operation on the nearly 57,500 miles of the nation’s railroads, 

just days before the deadline was to arrive, on December 31, 2020.   PTC can slow trains that are speeding, and 

prevent trains from using the wrong tracks, if switches are in the wrong position.  Federal officials state that this 

is the biggest advance in switch safety in modern railroading.  PTC  keeps track of trains using a GPS system.  

Operated from a central control location, the system has controls aboard locomotives and along the tracks.    

The roughly 57,500 miles equipped with the system are just a portion of the nation’s roughly 140,000 miles of 

rail network.  “Basically, PTC is a risk-reduction system that will make the industry even safer, and provide a 

solid foundation for additional safety improvements to be realized. 
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Depot Ticket Counter 

 
At the Depot:   Rail Station Photos by Floyd M. Rose, Railroad Photographer 
Greetings again, fellow Rail Fans!!  We continue our journey looking for existing Wisconsin train 

depots along the current Amtrak “Empire Builder” route.  In this issue we are stopping in La Crosse WI. 

This depot is an Amtrak stop, one of six stops that Amtrak makes in Wisconsin and depending on which way 

you're traveling, it's either the first or last stop you will make in our great state.  The depot was built in 1927, in 

a Colonial Revival / Renaissance architectural design, in brick, with a Spanish tile roof.   It is a “Union” station.   

A Union station is formed when two or more railroads agreed to share costs by bringing their trains into the 

same depot, in this case, the Chicago, Milwaukee, St. Paul & Pacific RR  ( The Milwaukee Road ) and the 

Minneapolis, St. Paul & Sault Ste-Marie RR, ( Soo Line ).   The R.R. Division headquarter offices were located 

on the second floor with the freight station is semi attached to the east side.   This station is one of only two 

staffed Amtrak stations in Wisconsin, the other one being in Milwaukee.  The Amtrak Station, is located at 601 

St. Andrew St. 54601, about one mile from the Freighthouse Restaurant referenced below.                                                                                                                                         

 

The station waiting room, refurbished in 1997, still retains its marble surfaces, benches and a wooden ticket 

counter.  The station complex itself underwent a major renovation in 2001, remodeling the station and freight 

station into business sites.   Today the entire complex is listed on the National Register of Historical Places.   

 

Above:  1880 Milwaukee. Road   Freight Depot                                                                                                              

Also:   Visit the Freighthouse Restaurant at  www.freighthouserestaurant.com                                                     

located at 107 Vine St. in   La Crosse  WI.     608-784-6211        

Mr. Rose is a contributor to the Railroad Station Historical Society, and an accomplished railroad photographer.     

http://www.freighthouserestaurant.com/


The Federal Railroad Administration Orders Plans to Fix Dangerous Rail Crossings                           
See:   https://www.jsonline.com/story/communities/west/news/wauwatosa/2020/07/01/wauwatosa-train-safety-

parents-want-more-safety/5354749002/ 

 

The FRA is now requiring all states to identify and develop plans to address dangerous railroad crossings, over 

the next 14 months.   Some departments of transportation have already gathered much of this information as a 

part of inspecting dangerous crossings.  Grade crossing accidents are an important cause of all accidents and 

rail-related deaths in the US.   But Mr. Ron Batory of the FRA has said that many accidents are preventable.  

States may now be able to work with federal and local agencies, railroads and rail safety advocates to identify 

high-risk crossings.   The states may receive Federal funds to upgrade crossings in certain cities.  Federal 

officials, railroads and utility commissions are be involved. 

 

States maintain information about the many crossings in the state and they catalogue incidents, starting with 

crossings that have a record of railroad accidents.  In Wauwatosa Wisconsin, the crossing at 7000 W. State 

Street, a very busy crossing, has had several accidents and pedestrian deaths.  This is partially due to high train 

traffic, sometimes with two trains  crossing at the same time in opposite directions.  Inadequate sight lines can 

contribute.   The Wisconsin DOT and other entities have taken measures to improve safety here.  There is a 

quiet zone here also.   But removal of the quiet zone has been considered by officials so that drivers hear the 

train coming. 

 

 

 

Image is from the Milwaukee Journal Sentinel on July 11, 2020, in an article by Evan Casey 

Railroad crossing at 70th and State St. in Wauwatosa, WI. after improvements, following several accidents.  

Note:  The Editor of Badger Rails was nearly struck by a train here.  This experience makes one think about 

railroad safety “in a “whole new way.”          
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Infrastructure:  The cost of doing Nothing 

From A statement of Representative Peter DeFazio 

See:     https://transportation.house.gov/news/press-releases/chairman-defazio-statement-from-hearing-on_the-

cost-of-doing-nothing-why-investing-in-our-nations-infrastructure-cannot-wait 

Hearings have been held about the poor state of the country’s infrastructure.   The US House of Representatives 

Committee on Transportation and Infrastructure has noted that roads, bridges, public transportation, airports, 

water and sewer systems are affected.   These systems are crucial for the functioning of the economy.  They 

create jobs, make community connections possible, move people and goods and ensure access to all important 

clean water.   

The American Society of Civil Engineers has stated that our needs here are great and an investment of about $ 2 

trillion over ten years is needed to fix what is there and meet future needs, and to remain competitive.   The 

surface transportation need is $ 1 trillion.  Water systems and airports will need funds in the billions of dollars.  

Inaction allows problems to grow, take longer to fix and become more expensive to fix.   

We need a strong, safe and resilient infrastructure that is there when people need it.  We also need to put in 

place technology to mitigate climate change.  When infrastructure assets fail, the impacts can be enormous.  

People are unable to get around, disease spreads with contaminated water and sewers and jobs are lost.  

Communications can also be affected by the loss of power and internet connection. 

Maintaining infrastructure now saves money later.  Replacements are more successful before they balloon into 

major problems affecting other systems.  Consider a possible failure of the Northeast Corridor, the Portal 

Bridge, or the collapse of a major highway or railroad bridge.   

This concern for infrastructure also pertains to passenger railroad services.  Although many rail infrastructure 

resources are partially maintained by the freight railroad companies, they need taxpayer funds also.  

 Mr. DeFazio referred to some estimates:  Between 2016 and 2025 the economy will lose almost $ 4 trillion in 

GDP and a loss of 2.5 million jobs.  The Texas Transportation Institute has found that congestion causes urban 

Americans to travel an estimated 6.9 billion hours and the purchase of an extra 3.1 billion gallons of gas.  But if 

Americans cut back on travel, the economy will lose even more. 

This report further states that Federal investment in infrastructure, as a share of total investment has steadily 

declined in the last 15 years.   User fees have not risen for far too long.  Gas and fuel taxes have been stagnant 

for 25 years causing the localities to raise funds to make needed repairs.  Localities have passed ballot measures 

to raise transportation funds, but the funds’ buying power has decreased and the decline in the infrastructure 

grows.   Federal legislation to raise the gas tax would be very beneficial. 

Mr. DeFazio’s statement urges that to protect future generations, Congress must pass significant dollars to 

invest in infrastructure repairs.  And the federal role in this process must be increased.  The cost of doing 

nothing so too great. 

Mr. DeFazio states:  At this time of great innovation, we must harness the power of innovation and technology 

to reduce emissions, integrate technological advances in vehicles and build a resilient infrastructure. 
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Railroads Keep Switches Serving the Chicago Metra Warm in Sub Zero Weather 

See:   https://www.thedrive.com/news/39106/this-chicago-railroad-sets-its-tracks-on-fire-for-your-safety 

See also:   http://industrialscenery.blogspot.com/2015/12/metra-junction-a2-and-pennsys-red-eye.html 

This is an article written by James Gilboy and published in The Drive Newsletter 

Keeping switches working and tracks from cracking, the railroads are setting small fires along the rails in 

certain locations.  This measure is being taken at time to protect the A-2 interlocking.  This is a complex and 

very important junction of several railroads on the southeast side of Chicago at about Ashland Avenue and near 

the Indiana border.  Many trains go through this junction every day. 

Mr. Gilboy explains:    Seeing over 350 trains per day during normal operations, the Metra Commuter Rail's    

A-2 interlocking is the busiest rail junction in Chicago.   Its switching mechanisms are also among the oldest in 

service anywhere, having been installed in the 1930s and only kept in service due to tight budget constraints. 

And in the harsh Midwest winters, the ancient pneumatic system faces a great risk of malfunction with ice 

threatening to disrupt switching circuits or outright freeze their mechanisms in place.  

Metra employs a novel method of preventing ice buildup:  Fire ! 

Running alongside the rails at A-2 are numerous natural gas burners not unlike those found in a propane heater.  

When weather requires it, A-2's operators turn on the gas, light the burners by hand, and adjust the flow 

depending on conditions.  If freezes hit hard and fast, Metra employees may even use hand tools, brooms, 

shovels, or pickaxes. 

 

 
Metra Interlocking A-2 gas burners.    Image is from The Drive Newsletter 

Because of A-2's sprawling switch mechanisms, Metra can't rely on the prefab electric heating systems or the 

hot air blowers used at other junctions—they don't distribute heat well enough.                   
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Railroad Employees and Fatigue on the Job 

 

See:   https://www.progressiverailroading.com/federal_legislation_regulation/news/FRA-seeks-input-on-proposed-

fatigue-risk-rule--62641 

Also:   https://www.railroadworkersunited.org/stop-crew-fatigue  

 

The Federal Railroad Administration (FRA) is seeking comment on a proposed rule that would require certain 

railroads to develop and implement a fatigue-risk management program as part of the railroads' larger railroad- 

safety risk-reduction programs. The notice of proposed rulemaking was published Dec. 22, 2020, in the Federal 

Register.   

Under the proposal, railroads would determine their fatigue risk by identifying and analyzing applicable hazards 

and take action to mitigate, if not eliminate, that risk.  If finalized, the rule would fulfill a mandate under the 

Rail Safety Improvement Act of 2008.   Section 103 of the Act requires Class I railroads, railroad carriers with 

inadequate safety performance, and carriers that provide intercity rail passenger or commuter rail passenger 

transportation to develop and implement a safety risk reduction program. 

 

 The proposed rule defines a fatigue risk management program as a “comprehensive, system-oriented approach 

to safety in which a railroad determines its fatigue risk by identifying and analyzing applicable hazards and 

takes actions to mitigate, if not eliminate, that fatigue risk.”  Each railroad would be required to prepare a 

written program plan and submit it to FRA for review and approval.   Each fatigue risk management program 

must include goals, risk analysis, mitigation strategies, evaluation and an implementation plan.  In November 

2019, the Teamster Canada Rail Conference struck on the job at CN in Canada.  The strike was largely over safety 

issues including chronic fatigue and lack of time off of work for conductors, yardmen and yardmasters. 

 

It has been scientifically shown that being subject to fatigue is very similar upon the brain and body to being under 

the influence of alcohol.   It is so easy to fall asleep after a long work shift while doing repetitive tasks. 

 

On another Note:  Enjoy a beautiful and touching video of the Hiawatha in winter, posted by Steven Timlin                                                           

See:    https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BdSFUoJLy4M 

 

******* Note:  Links will not work if the content is changed or moved from the internet 

________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Badger Rails is published 4 times per year by the Wisconsin Association of Railroad Passengers, a not-for-

profit Wisconsin membership association.  Eldeen Carpenter, Editor; and James Sponholz, Editorial Consultant.  

 

WisARP President is John Parkyn, Stoddard, WI, (608)788-7004, email: cen10297@centurytel.net  

Send membership questions/address changes to: 4858 N. Berkeley Blvd., Whitefish Bay Blvd, Whitefish Bay, 

WI. 53217         email:    wisarpmembership@gmail.com  

Please send comments or news items to the Editor at: badgerrails@gmail.com 

 

Important Links:  

 

WisARP on the Web:     www.wisarp.info                                                                                                                             

All Aboard Wisconsin:   http://all aboardwisconsin.com/                                                                                                      

All Aboard Minnesota:   http://www.allaboardmn.org 
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https://www.railroadworkersunited.org/stop-crew-fatigue
http://www.fra.dot.gov/
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2020/12/22/2020-27085/fatigue-risk-management-programs-for-certain-passenger-and-freight-railroads
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2020/12/22/2020-27085/fatigue-risk-management-programs-for-certain-passenger-and-freight-railroads
mailto:badgerrails@gmail.com
http://www.wisarp.info/
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If you are new to WisARP,  Join Us ! 

We would Love to have you ! 

 

Simply send us your name, email address, mailing address, city and zip code 

Send to:   WisARP, at 4858 N. Berkeley Blvd., Whitefish Bay, WI  53217 


