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EMERGENCY BRAKE APPLICATION ON TCMC 
This news cannot be 

sugarcoated in any other terms: 

the TCMC passenger train 

project is on hold.  
Maybe the TCMC train 

isn’t officially on hold, but 

progress is being held up due to 

the budget stalemate within the 

State of Minnesota. The failure of 

the senate leadership in St Paul, 

MN working with Minnesota 

Governor Tim Walz should be 

somewhat familiar to Wisconsin 

residents.  Go back to Jim Doyle’s 

final term as Governor with both 

houses under Republican control.  

Even current Wisconsin Governor 

Tony Evers has politically juked 

with the Republican leaders of the 

house and the senate.  

To say this is a setback is not 

entirely accurate. The 

implementation of the TCMC isn't 

going backwards, but there is not 

much forward progress left to be 

done short of the Final Design  
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and Construction phase of this train project. What forward progress remains 

to be done, and there still is quite a bit of work to be done, requires a 

financial match from the State of Minnesota to restart forward motion on 

this project.  The number that had been on the table was $10 million.   

Senior Transportation Planner for Ramsey County Kevin Roggenbuck 

tells TCMC Newsletter his Government Relations staff “is certain the August 

Special Session will not include any discussions of the bonding bill or tentative 

agreement.”  Reports are the Minnesota Senate bill did not include the $10 

million budget 

item for 

Minnesota’s 

portion of the 

TCMC train for 

the current 

CRISI 

(Consolidated 

Rail 

Infrastructure and Safety Improvements) application.   

“The legislature did reconvene on August 12 for a special session, but 

it’s doubtful the bonding bill will be taken up,” according to Brian Nelson, 

President of All Aboard Minnesota.  “We did confirm there is $3 million for 

passenger rail in the bill.  $1.5 million would be for the NLX- Northern Lights 

Express train from the Twin Cities to Duluth and the rest would likely be used 

for the TCMC.”   

Going back to the month of May it was widely acknowledged the 

bonding bill had $10 million for the Minnesota share of the TCMC train.  This 

all seemed to change after budget negotiations went into a semi-chaotic 

state after the George Floyd incident on May 25.  It is not precisely known 

why the budgeted amounts for passenger rail changed.   

During the Midwest Rail Conference held on August 11, Arun Rao, 

Passenger Rail Manager for the Wisconsin Department of Transportation, did 

note on one of his PowerPoint slides the TCMC completion date is now 2024.   
Pictures on pages 1 & 2 of this newsletter were taken from the video “Amtrak in Wisconsin July 

2020” available for viewing on the WisARP YouTube Channel. 
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EMPIRE BUILDER UPDATE 

Readers of this newsletter from the beginning will remember this publication was for 

the TCMC train only.  Since fall 2019 Empire Builder news and information began to 

crowd out space here.  Let us agree on one thing:     

What is the ultimate purpose of the TCMC train?  To create a SECOND daily 

train along the Empire Builder route.  If the Empire Builder ceases to be a daily train, 

that goal of the TCMC train will be compromised.  Hence the reason why Empire 

Builder news and information has integrated with this newsletter.   

THREE TRAINS PER WEEK?     

Over the summer Amtrak announced intensions to reduce all Long-Distance 

trains to three trains per week beginning October 1, 2020.  October 1 is the beginning 

of the federal 

budgeting 

fiscal year.  

But this timing 

does not 

consider a few 

issues that 

affect Amtrak 

ridership 

during the 

winter months.   

Start with the Thanksgiving Holiday season.  Almost all Amtrak trains enjoy a 

significant bump in ridership at this time.  The Christmas/ New Year’s Holiday season 

also brings about an increase in ridership, although maybe not as strong as 

Thanksgiving.  Why not drop to three trains per week for October and the first 10 

days of November?  Return to daily trains for six weeks?  If you are studying historical 

ridership data for this decision, wouldn’t this make sense?  Or will the Amtrak riding 

public be too confused with the frequent schedule changes? 

CONTACT YOUR SENATORS!   

So many passenger rail issues over the past 10 months have been so critical 

to the health and well-being of passenger rail in Wisconsin and throughout the 

United States, that this request seems like just another same, same, same.  

Contacting our US Senators this time is requesting action from congress to maintain 

some version of daily service throughout the Empire Builder line in Wisconsin.     

Rumors are Congress is considering mandating the Long-Distance trains 

remain daily as a condition of operating subsidies.  If that mandate fails, we should 

be lobbying Congress to request a Chicago to St. Paul only regional train for the off 

days of the full Empire Builder schedule.  This happened in the mid-1990s when 

Amtrak reduced the Empire Builder to four times per week as a budget cutting move.  

The other three days had a CHI- STP regional.    

A sample letter is available on the WisARP website you can use to write 

Senators Baldwin and Johnson.  In this digital age communications can happen easy 

enough and arrive at the destination quickly.  Many lawmakers are now keeping a 

running list of topics constituents write or call them about.  Let’s make sure there is a 

running list about daily Amtrak service.     

For the most up to date information about the congressional reaction to 

three trains per week, the best coverage lately has come from the Trains Magazine 

Newswire.  https://trn.trains.com/   

 

 What is the TCMC train? 

The acronym is derived from 

the endpoints with Milwaukee 

in the center:  Twin Cities- 

Milwaukee- Chicago.  The 

TCMC project will add one 

daily round-trip regional train 

between these cities and serve 

all current Empire Builder 

stations in-between.  The 

TCMC service will be 

considered a regional 

passenger rail corridor (as 

opposed to Amtrak long-

distance) because it is under 

the 750 mile-standard set by 

the Passenger Rail 

Investment and Improvement 

Act of 2008.  This train will be 

state supported like the 

Milwaukee to Chicago 

Hiawatha trains.  The cost of 

the TCMC Train will be split 

among the state sponsors 

Minnesota, Wisconsin, and 

Illinois. 

 

 

 

With the continuing reduction of 

ridership on all Amtrak trains, it is 

strongly suggested if you are 

planning travel by train, that you 

follow the timetable advice at 

Amtrak.com and the Amtrak App 

on your Smart Phone. 

For most regional trains and some 

long-distance trains, the 

timetables dated before March 11, 

2020 are most likely invalid and 

should not be referenced. 

Amtrak now requires passengers 

to wear a face mask or face 

covering while at stations and on 

the trains.   
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CLEARING THE AIR ON 

EMISSIONS  
Post Covid-19  
By Susan Foote-Martin, WisARP Board Member 

Covid-19 has changed everything.  The sky is bluer, the air 

smells sweeter, and the clouds are not intersected as often 

by jet plane contrails going this way and that.   

The virus has affected the way that we are living 

and moving across the world. We have slowed our activities 

to a near stop and this global lockdown produced a 17% 

drop in carbon emissions.   

Another game-changer is climate change.  The fast-

moving crisis combined with 

the virus has created a perfect 

storm where we are left 

hanging in the balance.  We 

keep producing CO2 and the 

earth keeps storing it.  

Welcomed by warmer earth 

temperatures, the virus 

arrives worldwide by jet-set 

travelers. 

What have we 

learned from the pandemic 

and can we use data and our 

experiences to shape new 

values as we slowly begin to 

drift back to a new normal? Could the pandemic present us 

with an opportunity to impact CO2 emissions through data 

driven approaches and top-down governmental policy 

changes?  As it turns out, there are no easy answers or 

silver linings.  The change must come from us. 

If we do not use the pandemic as a vehicle for 

clean energy and a sustainable future, it could set us back.  

If we go forward to contain CO2 and move toward all 

electric vehicles, increased passenger rail, solar and wind 

energies, we would be able to say that global CO2 

emissions peaked in 2019.  Imagine that! 

Globally, the 

lockdown produced 

better air quality and 

that helps us fight 

the virus.  Scientists 

have been tracking 

data on CO2 

emissions since 

January when China 

announced the virus 

pandemic. 

Scripps Institution of Oceanography data analysis 

showed that concentrations of CO2 in the atmosphere have 

continued to rise during the pandemic.  But countries with 

the highest GDP had the largest declines in emissions as 

they greatly reduced burning fossil fuels in lockdown.  

We are adapting to our situation in many ways.  

Working from home has been a successful strategy for 

many, but not all.  Aided by digital technology, commuters 

welcome modern, safe rail travel that provides them with 

access to the internet while riding to and from their 

workplace. 

McKinsey & Company, a marketing firm, has 

followed trends in urban populations affected by the virus 

and found that as incomes fall, people begin to seek more 

public transportation options, of which passenger rail plays 

and important role.  Many have gone back to walking and 

bicycle riding as ways to use the uncrowded, safer streets 

for travel and many will continue to do so.   

Large urban areas 

have long been served by 

passenger rail and to a 

much lesser extent, small 

villages and towns.  In 

many cases, rail 

infrastructure is already in 

place, but there is no 

dependable rail service or 

no service at all.  

Transportation modes can 

change and moving large 

segments of the 

population by passenger 

rail should be a primary goal of this country.   

If the United States is to recover, passenger rail 

must be part of the public transportation equation.  

Choosing passenger rail over short-distance air travel would 

be a very welcome change for travelers and the 

environment.  New, modern, efficient passenger rail must 

be part of the public transportation solution to stem the 

amount of CO2 that we are emitting into the atmosphere 

so that we can slow and hopefully reverse climate change. 

Rail Passengers Association states that “More 

trains and better trains are an environmental necessity.  A 

public transportation infrastructure robust enough to 

persuade more people to get out of their cars is 

imperative.” 

It is time for America to get on board.   
(This discussion will continue in the next TCMC Newsletter.  The 

focus will be on the locomotives used by Amtrak in Midwest.) 

  

Susan Foote-Martin has been a lifelong rider of passenger rail in the US & 

Europe.  Susan was a Conservation Biologist (30 years, retired) with the WI 

Department of Natural Resources.  She currently resides in Arlington, WI, and 

along with her husband has been co-resident manager of Goose Pond 

Sanctuary for the Madison Audubon Society since 1979.  She joined WisARP 

in 2019.  Her interest in passenger rail was piqued when the gift of the 

Madison Extension was returned to Washington by Governor Walker.  She 

has become involved in helping find a way to reverse the mistake.  

Countries with highest 

drop of CO2 emissions 

United States     33% 

Western Europe    27% 

India      26% 

China      25% 
Data from Scripps Institution  

of Oceanography, Univ of California 

at San Diego 

Comparing 2020 vs 2019 


