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Advisory Memorandum on the Identification of Essential, Critical Infrastructure 

Workers During Covid-19 Response,  by Christopher Krebs 

https://www.cisa.gov/sites/default/files/publications/Version_3.0_CISA_Guidance_on_Essential_Critical_Infra

structure_Workers_1.pdf 

Department of Homeland Security Cybersecurity & Infrastructure Security Agency, March 28, 2020                   

Note:    See page 12 of the document for “Transportation and Logistics:  Passenger and Freight Trains “ at 

bullet point 7.     (Mr. Krebs could not be reached for comment) 

As the Nation comes together to slow the spread of COVID-19, on March 16th the Government issued updated 

Coronavirus Guidance for America that highlighted the importance of the infrastructure workforce.  The 

Cybersecurity and Infrastructure Security Agency (CISA) instructs the Secretary of Homeland Security’s 

authorities to secure critical infrastructure.  Consistent with these authorities, CISA has developed, in 

collaboration with other federal agencies, state and local governments, and the private sector, an “Essential 

Critical Infrastructure Workforce” advisory list.   

This list is intended to help state, local, tribal and territorial officials as they work to protect their communities, 

while ensuring continuity of functions critical to public health and safety, as well as economic and national 

security.   Decisions informed by this list should also take into consideration additional public health 

considerations based on the specific COVID-19-related concerns of particular jurisdictions.  This list is advisory 

in nature.   It is not, nor should it be considered, a federal directive or standard.  

 The advisory list identifies workers who conduct a range of operations and services that are typically essential 

to continued critical infrastructure viability, including staffing operations centers, maintaining and repairing 

critical infrastructure, operating call centers, working construction, and performing operational functions, 

among others.   It also includes workers who support crucial supply chains and enable functions for critical 

infrastructure.  The industries they support represent, but are not limited to, medical and healthcare, 

telecommunications, information technology systems, defense, food and agriculture, transportation and 

logistics, energy, water and wastewater, law enforcement, and public works.  

Officials should use their own judgment in issuing implementation directives and guidance.  Similarly, while 

adhering to relevant public health guidance, critical infrastructure owners and operators are expected to use their 

own judgement on issues of the prioritization of business processes and workforce allocation to best ensure 

continuity of the essential goods and services they support.   All decisions should appropriately balance public 

safety, the health and safety of the workforce, and the continued delivery of essential critical infrastructure 

services and functions.  
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A Virtual Update from WisDOT in April 2020 

Mr. Arun Rao has updated us via the internet about some developments in the Hiawatha Corridor.   Passenger 

rail service had initially been reduced to one round trip on weekdays and one on weekends.  The Empire Builder 

had also been stopping at Sturtevant and the Airport to pick up Hiawatha passengers.  This gave the riders 

another option.  However, as of this writing Amtrak has moved to using only busses for this route.  Amtrak 

ridership has been very low and limited to only essential travel. 

As for Interstate Hwy 41 travel, Amtrak’s Thruway Bus has been making one round trip daily. However, this 

trip may be cancelled as Lamers Bus Company is also running a bus on that corridor.  If traveling, check with 

the carriers to ensure the latest travel information. 

Hiawatha expansion to ten round trips is still moving forward.  Two projects in Illinois had been removed from 

consideration in the package of improvements for the corridor expansion:  one project in Glenview at A20 and 

another near Rondout in Lake Forest.   The project partners are working with stakeholders to find alternatives to 

these 2 projects to help mitigate freight delays in the area, and to add track capacity. 

Infrastructure projects in the area are being built incrementally as grant funds become available.  Staff are also 

working with the freight railroads to identify alternatives to the two projects that were removed.  This work will 

continue into the next two months or so.  WisDOT will then seek environmental clearance for these projects, get 

the host railroad agreement to the proposed work and then apply for a federal grant for design and construction 

to ultimately add the ten roundtrips daily.   

As for Airport station:  a second platform is being constructed, with overhead access via an enclosed bridge and 

two enclosed elevator towers.  This will increase capacity, access and safety.   Also, this project is required to 

have the ten total frequencies. Passenger trains and freights will be able to be on either track.   Also, WisDOT 

has received a grant for Next Generation Single Level passenger train equipment.  Six coaches and three cabs 

will be used for the Hiawatha.   It will offer better reliability, accessibility and lower maintenance costs. 

As for Muskego Yard:  WisDOT received a CRISI grant for a freight by-pass south of the Milwaukee station.  It 

will provide a new freight mainline through the yard behind the station, upgraded bridges through the yard and 

additional capacity to Milwaukee Intermodal Station. 

TCMC:  This will be a second train from Chicago to the Twin Cities serving all stations.  Sprouting from the 

rail system, there is the potential for bus connections:  Tomah to Eau Claire, La Crosse to Rochester and the 

Mayo Clinic, and Columbus to Madison ( no drop off site there yet ).   These connections would be relatively 

easy to implement and could expand the reach of the TCMC rail service to serve 60% of Wisconsin’s 

population.   This network will help to create a unified system.  The states need to apply for a federal grant for 

final design and construction and identify sufficient state and local matching funds.  Then design and 

construction can proceed.  The cities, counties and Chambers of Commerce along the route have submitted an 

impressive amount of supporting correspondence.   They view this project as an economic tool to attract and 

retain businesses, with mobility opportunities greatly enhanced.        See:  https://youtu.be/OUMYkInp9lM 

*****    Badger Rails cordially thanks Mr. Rao for his great information and his participation with us. 
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Intercity Rail Would Bridge the Rural-Urban Divide in Minnesota, by Bill Lindeke 

https://streets.mn/2020/02/24/intercity-rail-would-bridge-minnesotas-so-called-rural-urban-divide/ 

This author states that cities that are near St. Paul and located along the Empire Builder rail line offer many 

employment, business and cultural opportunities.   However, these opportunities can be difficult to reach 

without driving, which may be difficult for young people without cars and older people who do not want to 

drive as much.  This rail link is one of the few remaining long-distance trains.  In addition, it is the only link 

between the metropolitan areas along its route.  These metro areas would benefit greatly from a closer, more 

seamless rail connection between the various downtowns, with frequent trains each day. 

Mr. Lindeke explains:  The other takeaway is that I think both Saint Paul and La Crosse specifically would 

benefit greatly from a closer, more seamless rail connection between the two downtowns.  The University of 

Wisconsin-La Crosse, like many of the smaller schools in cities outside the Metro, often struggles to attract 

faculty.  Over the years, I’ve known many friends in the social sciences who taught in Duluth, Mankato, La 

Crosse, Northfield, or St. Peter.  

One huge drawback about these gigs is being condemned to drive back and forth from these far-flung places to 

the Twin Cities, where their family, cultural, and social connections are firmly fixed.  This is equally true for 

younger people or older people who want to stay in touch with folks but don’t want to drive at night, and over 

long distances, or in the winter. 

The growing parts of the regional economy are increasingly concentrated in the sectors located in the Metro 

Area. A lot of these jobs and careers require flexibility and travel, and I believe that the ability to take a train 

(and work while you are traveling) would do a lot to link smaller cities to the growth occurring in the Metro. 

Imagine the freedom of being able to work in a smaller city, but travel once or twice a month into Minneapolis 

or Saint Paul for meetings or to easily catch an airplane.  All of a sudden, making a life for yourself in Mankato 

or Duluth seems much less isolating. 

In particular, inter-city rail would benefit the historic downtown areas of smaller cities. All these places have 

historic-but-struggling downtowns, places with a lot of potential but that have struggled with changes to retail 

that have left the old main streets much less vibrant than they should be.  Imagine if new housing, restaurants, 

and hotels began to pop up around train stations in downtown St. Cloud or Winona?    Imagine how many more 

people might move to downtown Rochester if you could hop a train back and forth to Saint Paul in under and 

hour, multiple times a day?   

And yet I think there’s a great deal of common ground to be found in between our region’s historic cities.   If 

we could link the cores of our region’s cities, large and small towns, and allow people the freedom to live 

outside the Metro Area while staying connected to it, I believe it would catalyze a bunch of beneficial economic 

and social changes that would help decrease the divide in  the Metro region.   Right now, there are a lot of 

regional rail proposals sitting waiting for political vision and action.  The lowest hanging fruit, to be sure, is 

the second Amtrak train that would run from Saint Paul to Chicago, stopping in Red Wing, Winona, and La 

Crosse on its way eastward.                                                                                                                                        

For interesting articles by another noted author, Mr. Mike Hicks,  See:  https://streets.mn/author/mhicks/page/2/       

See also:  Getting Rolling on Rail to Eau Claire” by Mike Hicks at  https://streets.mn/2015/09/21/getting-rolling-on-

rail-to-eau-claire/                                                                3                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                              



Railroads Have Been Through This before:  The 1918 Corona Virus Pandemic                                            

From two articles by Mr. Kevin Keefe.   See:   https://www.railwayage.com/passenger/intercity/as-1918-shows-

railroads-have-been-through-this-before/                                                                                                                                     

From Classic Trains,   See  http://cs.trains.com/ctr/b/mileposts/archive/2020/04/02/as-1918-shows-railroads-have-

been-through-this-before.aspx 

 

The Spanish Flu:  Today the corona virus seems like something new.  But in 1918, the world experienced the 

“Spanish Flu”, a type of corona virus infection.  This had a profound effect on railroads, including passenger 

trains transit lines.  The Center for Disease Control for that year estimated that 500 million people were infected 

and an estimated 50 million died, 675,000 in the entire US.  That year the United States was still in the midst of 

World War I.   

At this time, the railroads had been placed under the authority of the US Railroad Administration.  In 1920 the 

US railroads would reach their peak of 47.3 billion passenger miles.  The entire US system had reached its peak 

mileage of 254,000 route miles 

References which this author cites refers to workers dying from the flu while working on the line.  It also 

mentions auto drivers being told to drive straight through the town and not to stop or they would be placed in 

quarantine for days.  Passengers arriving on the train were obligated to go directly into a two-day quarantine. 

Although Wartime hardships were still present in full, the influenza was still spreading in various parts of the 

country and many public places like theaters and saloons were closed.   Colleges postponed semesters and 

businesses were closed.   Shops had their hours changed so that congestion could be relieved and streetcars and 

subway trains would not be congested.   Railroads added cars to trains to help prevent crowding which would 

spread the virus.  Windows and elevator shaft ventilators were to be kept open.   

It was recommended that railroads place signs in passenger cars instructing people to sneeze of cough into a 

handkerchief and train staff were to enforce all rules.  Spitting, a common habit, was considered disgusting but 

also dangerous.  Crowding of people was said to be extremely dangerous. 

Train workers were instructed to scold those who persisted in doing spitting.   At the time, signs said that 

spitting on the floor or railroad cars is forbidden.   Perhaps Badger Rails readers have seen signs like this in 

railroad museums.  Trainmen were to take this very seriously and not to overlook infractions.  There were to be 

no infractions of the rules left unaddressed. 

 Yellow Fever strikes:   In 1888, the Florida and Western Railroad found that one of its lines was threatened 

with destruction.  The residents of the town threatened to tear up the railroad track.   The trains had been 

carrying people through the town that were fleeing the Yellow Fever epidemic upstate.   They stated that they 

would tear up the line for good.   However, other residents of another nearly town said that if the line was 

threatened with destruction, they would stop this with force of arms.  The region’s railroads were a potential 

vector for Yellow Fever.  Carrying these infected refugees threatened the very existence of the towns along the 

line.  Since the 1830s. railroads in Florida had worked to connect all of the disconnected towns along routes to 

better markets and create more prosperity.   Making travel easy for people would accomplish this.  

Development of this area after the Civil War brought in capital and developers who invested in the railroads in 

the 1880s and 1890s and railroad mileage doubled.  Corporations standardized gauges creating a unified system. 
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  At the Depot: 

 

Rail Station Photos by Floyd M. Rose, Railroad Photographer 

 
  Greetings again, fellow Rail Fans !!  We continue our journey looking for existing Wisconsin train depots 

along the current Amtrak “Empire Builder” route.  This issue we make a scheduled stop in Brookfield 

Wisconsin.   Built in 1867, it is the 2
nd

 station of two built by the Milwaukee & Mississippi Railway in this 

location.         It is of a Italianate design, a basic style used by most railroads, rectangular in plan, with a bay in 

the center of the north facade, passenger waiting area at one end, and freight area at the opposite end.  The gable 

roof terminates in wide overhanging eaves, ( for passenger protection from the elements ) that are supported by 

large, either ornate or open stick-like brackets.  Basic clapboard wall board is its design.   Although missing its 

cupola, the integrity of this building remains strong.  Passenger service ended here in the early 1960's.  

Canadian Pacific Railway freight and Amtrak service continues today, but this location is not an Amtrak stop.  

For an added attraction, it can be seen from a train window, but rumor has it, it has been sold to a business who 

may move it away from the tracks a short distance. It is currently located on C.P. Railway property @ 2844 N. 

Brookfield Road.      

 

09/12/2008    Photo by Mr. Rose 

 

Dine at the Depot:  If you find yourself  in Waukesha WI, try La Estacion, a Mexican restaurant located 

in a 1891 Chicago & Northwestern RR depot.    319 Williams St.     262-521-1986 

www.laestacionrestaurant.com                                                                                                                             

Mr. Rose is a contributing member of the Railroad Station Historical Society, amateur photographer with 

a love of train depots, lighthouses and old theatre marquees.                                                                    
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To build Its Emerging “Megaregions”, the USA Should Turn to Trains 
 

By Jonathan Barnett,   March 2020 

 

https://www.citymetric.com/transport/build-its-emerging-megaregions-usa-should-turn-trains-4971    

An extract from “Designing the Megaregion: Meeting Urban Challenges at a New Scale”, out now from Island 

Press. 

 

A regional transportation system does not become balanced until all its parts are operating effectively. 

Highways, arterial streets, and local streets are essential, and every megaregion has them, although there is often 

a big backlog of needed repairs, especially for bridges.  Airports for long-distance travel are also recognized as 

essential, and there are major airports in all the evolving megaregions.  Both highways and airports are 

overloaded at peak periods in the megaregions because of gaps in the rest of the transportation system. 

Predictions for 2040, when the megaregions will be far more developed than they are today, show that there will 

be much worse traffic congestion and more airport delays. 

 

What is needed to create a better balance?   Passenger rail service that is fast enough to be competitive with 

driving and with some short airplane trips, commuter rail to major employment centers to take some travelers 

off highways.   Also needed are improved local transit systems, especially those that make use of exclusive 

transit rights-of-way, again to reduce the number of cars on highways and arterial roads.  Bicycle paths, 

sidewalks, and pedestrian paths are also important for reducing car trips in neighborhoods and business centers. 

 

Implementing “fast enough” passenger rail 

 

Long-distance Amtrak trains and commuter rail on conventional, unelectrified tracks are powered by diesel 

locomotives that can attain a maximum permitted speed of 79 miles per hour, which works out to average 

operating speeds of 30 to 50 miles per hour.  At these speeds, trains are not competitive with driving or even 

short airline flights.   Trains that can attain 110 miles per hour and can operate at average speeds of 70 miles per 

hour are fast enough to help balance transportation in megaregions.  A trip that takes two to three hours by rail 

can be competitive with a one-hour flight because of the need to allow an hour and a half or more to get to the 

boarding area through security, plus the time needed to pick up checked baggage. A two-to-three-hour train trip 

can be competitive with driving when the distance between destinations is more than two hundred miles – 

particularly for business travelers who want to sit and work on the train.  Of course, the trains also have to be 

frequent enough, and the traveler’s destination needs to be easily reachable from a train station. 

 

An important factor in reaching higher railway speeds is the recent federal law requiring all trains to have a 

positive train control safety system, where automated devices manage train separation to avoid collisions, as 

well as to prevent excessive speeds, and deal with track repairs and other temporary situations.  What are called 

high-speed trains in the United States, averaging 70 miles per hour, need gate controls at grade crossings, 

upgraded tracks, and trains with tilt technology – as on the Acela trains – to permit faster speeds around curves. 

The Virgin Trains in Florida have diesel-electric locomotives with an electrical generator on board that drives 

the train but is powered by a diesel engine.  The faster the train needs to operate, the larger, and heavier, these 

diesel-electric locomotives have to be, setting an effective speed limit on this technology. 

 

**** This article is continued on the link above.  Jonathan Barnett is an emeritus Professor of Practice in City and 

Regional Planning, and former director of the Urban Design Program, at the University of Pennsylvania.   



What might Amtrak Service Be Like Once the Corona Virus Infection Subsides 

https://wtop.com/dc-transit/2020/04/what-amtrak-service-could-look-like-once-stay-at-home-orders-are-lifted/ 

 

Amtrak ad arrived near or at a break-even point in its revenue gains for almost the first time in its history, when 

the coronavirus outbreak began, after this financial triumph.  With the cruel reality of the virus outbreak, 

ridership plummeted 95% from this prior high.  Earnings dropped at least $400 million. The company started 

with cutbacks in service and staffing, suspending the Acela Service between Washington DC and New York.    

The capacity of the trains was cut in half to allow for social distancing.  But what will recovery look like for 

Amtrak when this is hopefully over?   What will rider travel patterns look like.    Consider lost jobs, health 

problems, deaths and changes in travel patterns and use of alternate transportation, like car driving.   Social 

distancing will still play a role and also in contactless interactions, such as more transactions being done on the 

internet may become important.   The company is enhancing technology to make less personal interaction 

possible.  Kiosks maybe employed which notify passengers of the details of their trip by text.   

Amtrak is also improving Amtrak’s website options and its app.   Ticket buying and other services may be 

automated.  One may be able to buy food from the food car, while at your seat.  The order is processed and the 

rider can pick it up later.   $ One billion had been set aside for Amtrak in the CV Relief and Economic Security 

and CARES Act.   That money will keep the rail company going for now, for employees and fuel costs. 

Some Interesting Links:    Weird & Unusual Railroad Action! Derailments, Train Wrecks, Crossing 

Malfunctions Etc!    Scenes of the wrecks and some of clean=up and how it is done.   

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-5Ymxz4Gp7Y 

Derailment Caught On Camera*  The Derailment & Clean-up of C759-07;    Video by Rail Fan Mike 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=t7O9f82oZgE        Also:   See excellent Youtube videos by Jaw Tooth. 

Fact check: Trump falsely claims plane and train passengers are being tested for the coronavirus              

https://www.cnn.com/2020/04/02/politics/fact-check-trump-plane-and-train-passengers-tested-for-the-

coronavirus/index.html 

******Links won’t work if the content is moved or removed from the internet  

 

Badger Rails is published 4 times per year by the Wisconsin Association of Railroad Passengers, a not-for-profit 

Wisconsin membership association.   Eldeen Carpenter, Editor; and James Sponholz, Editorial Consultant.  
 

WisARP President is John Parkyn, Stoddard, WI, (608)788-7004, email: cen10297@centurytel.net  

Send membership questions/address changes to: 4858 N. Berkeley Blvd., Whitefish Bay                                     

email:  sponholzwfb@sbcglobal.net 
Please send comments or news items to the Editor at: badgerrails@gmail.com 

 

Important Links: 
 

WisARP on the Web:    www.wisarp.info                                                                                                                            

All AboardWisconsin:   http://all aboardwisconsin.com/                                                                                             

AllAboard Minnesota:   http://www.allaboardmn.org 



WisARP 

4858 N. Berkeley Blvd. 

Whitefish Bay, WI  53217                                                                                                                                                                                                  

www.wisarp.info                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                       
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If you are new to WisARP,  

           Join Us !   

We would love to have you! 

Simply send us your name, email 

address, mailing address, city 

and zip code to WisARP at the 

above address. 

 


