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TCMC WINTER UPDATE & COVID-19 
What news source can you 

tune in without hearing a 

multitude of Coronavirus 

(COVID-19) news?  Let’s make 

this brief and specific to 

Amtrak.   

Yes, Amtrak has been 

greatly effected by this virus 

and all of the “Stay at Home” 

orders.  At the end of February 

2020 Amtrak was breaking 

revenue and ridership records 

nationwide and strongly 

focused on the goal of a net-

zero operating loss.   

Then came March.  The house of 

cards came crashing down.  Many 

trains were practically empty.  

Amtrak is a part of the 

congressional relief bill in late 

March.  If you desire an Amtrak 

ride, particularly on the Hiawatha, 

check with Amtrak to make sure 

your train has not been annulled.   

 

MINNESOTA BUDGET UPDATE
 In January Minnesota 

Governor Tim Walz (D) submitted 

his budget requesting $10 million 

for Minnesota’s share of the TCMC 

train.  Just like Wisconsin, the 

details of his budget will be 

debated and likely altered in bi-

partisan discussions between the 

Minnesota House of 

Representatives and Senate. 

      Wisconsin will also need 

to budget our state’s share of the 

money necessary for the 

construction of track 

improvements, among other 

items.  Both Wisconsin and 

Minnesota are counting on 

Federal grants to help with the 

construction and implementation 

of the TCMC.  But the states must 

have a matching amount allocated 

before any award of the various 

Federal Railroad Association 

grants.   
“Governor Walz included $10 

million for final design and 

construction of infrastructure 

improvements for the TCMC as part 

of a $2 billion bonding bill,” said 

Daniel Krom, Freight and Rail Planning 

Section Manager with the Minnesota 

Department of Transportation.  
Continued on page two  

What is the TCMC train? 
The acronym is derived from 

the endpoints with Milwaukee 

in the center:  Twin Cities- 

Milwaukee- Chicago.  The 

TCMC project will add one 

daily round-trip regional train 

between these cities and serve 

all current Empire Builder 

stations in-between.  The 

TCMC service will be 

considered a regional 

passenger rail corridor (as 

opposed to Amtrak long-

distance) because it’s under 

the 750 mile-standard set by 

the Passenger Rail 

Investment and Improvement 

Act of 2008.  This train will be 

state supported like the 

Milwaukee to Chicago 

Hiawatha trains.  The cost of 

the TCMC Train will be split 

among the state sponsors 

Minnesota, Wisconsin, and 

Illinois. 
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Minnesota Budget Update (continued from page one.) 

“The Republican Senate is proposing a significantly smaller bonding bill of around $1 

billion.   

“It is not clear at this time what funding will be provided for TCMC and we 

probably won’t know until near the end of the session in May,” continued Krom. 

Our partners at All Aboard Minnesota will be key in educating Senators and 

Representatives about the TCMC economic and mobility benefits. A bonding bill will 

be introduced but it’s being done separately by the House and Senate,” says Brian 

Nelson, President of All Aboard Minnesota.   

“Our focus will be the chairs of the respective bonding committees and the 

Speakers-Leaders,” continues Nelson.  “The House chair wants money for NLX and 

the (TCMC) train, so it will be a larger number than what the Gov proposed.  But we 

don't know the number or when either bill will be introduced.  This could be at any 

time, now of which is all being done over the phone.” 

IS IT A BABY BUILDER?   In a perfect world, the TCMC train will be Hiawatha 

frequency number eight.  If this doesn’t make sense to you, keep reading.     

 First Problem:  And this is a real problem.  How does the TCMC train 

get from Chicago to Milwaukee?  (And vice-versa.) 

This issue is involved in the Glenview- Lake Forest, IL bottleneck 

that’s ongoing.  For all parties concerned, several potential headaches 

between scheduling, open track slots and equipment availability are easily 

solved if the TCMC train is the eighth frequency of the Hiawatha.   
This also helps explain why the TCMC train will stop at Sturtevant and the 

Milwaukee Airport Station, contrary to 

previous reports.  The Empire Builder 

does not stop at these two stations.   

This issue will become a 

logistics headache if the Final Design 

and construction of the TCMC agenda 

finishes and the negotiating parties in 

Illinois are still haggling over issues in 

Glenview- Lake Forest, IL.   

Second Problem:  calling the train a Baby Builder.   

Just because the TCMC will roll on the Empire Builder route, it will 

not look like an Empire Builder train.  When it finally pulls up to your station, 

the TCMC will look closer to a Hiawatha train than a Superliner consist.  The 

TCMC train will also have a Café Car. 

A video has been prepared showing one of the Illinois- Lincoln trains 

that could be like the TCMC, if the train were to start this year.  The current 

projection for the TCMC is 2023, when some of the new passenger coaches 

for the Midwest pool coach car order could be delivered.  If the TCMC were 

to run today, this video shows you what it would very likely look like.  You can 

check it out at 

https://youtu.be/fN5JT3JSKhM 

Check out all the videos at the WisARP 

YouTube channel.  In the search field 

enter WisARP WISCONSIN.   

 

 

IS THERE WI-FI ON AMTRAK 

TRAINS?  
OF COURSE!  But is it as good as 

the Wi-Fi at your home?  Probably 

not.   

The on-board Wi-Fi can be good 

enough for simple Web browsing 

and E-mail work.  It will not be 

good enough to stream videos and 

movies.   

The Wi-Fi comes from local cell 

phone towers.  The faster the train 

goes, the poorer the quality of 

signal.  And when you enter truly 

rural areas, don’t be surprised if 

there’s NO cell phone service by 

any cell carrier; and no Wi-Fi.   

STURTEVANT

& MILW AIRPORT 
Do you need to go to the 

Twin Cities?  These two 

stations, currently NOT 

stops on the Empire 

Builder,  

will be stops on the  

TCMC train. 

 

PLEASE CONTACT 

YOUR WISCONSIN 

STATE LAWMAKERS  

and let them know you want to 

see the TCMC train on the rails.  

We need your help to make this 

train become a reality. 
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MORE TCMC WINTER UPDATES 
EVER HEARD OF THE MUSKEGO YARD BYPASS? 

As part of the construction projects identified 

on the Canadian Pacific Railroad for implementing three 

more Hiawatha passenger trains, the most expensive 

job in Wisconsin is called the Muskego Yard Bypass.  

One of the issues identified in the Hiawatha 

expansion was the existence of freight trains rolling 

through the Milwaukee Intermodal station.  In early 

March 2020 it was announced WisDOT would receive 

over $26 million for this project.  Freight trains 

occasionally are staged in or next to the station and 

standing waiting for clearance to proceed on the 

mainline track.   

With the Muskego Yard Project, seven turnouts 

will be added, four crossovers as well as new track and 

signaling allowing freight trains to avoid the downtown 

train station.  Instead they would run through the large 

railroad yard in the Menomonee Valley.  
Although it appears at face value this project is 

strictly a Hiawatha improvement, it will very likely benefit the 

TCMC train as well. 

The bypass would use an existing track that diverts 

from the CP mainline at W. Florida St. And S. First St. heading 

over to Muskego Yard.  (This track is in orange at the bottom 

of the picture.)  For future construction projects west of 

Milwaukee that will directly affect the TCMC train, review 

page three of the February TCMC Newsletter.   

 

IS TCMC OPERATING ASSISTANCE AVAILABLE? 
 In February it was announced at a LaCrosse, WI. 

Chamber of Commerce event that WisDOT had applied 

for Federal Operating Assistance related to the TCMC 

train.   

The Federal Railroad Administration (FRA) has 

numerous bundles of cash that are awarded throughout 

a fiscal budget year for a variety of railroad projects, 

both passenger and freight.  In this instance, WisDOT 

applied for a Restoration and Enhancement Grant to 

assist the State of Wisconsin pay for its share of the 

annual operating cost of the TCMC.   
 There is a catch:  all the steps leading up to 

the implementation of the TCMC train must 

occur before the application of this grant 

might be awarded.  That means the Final 

Design and Implementation must be 

completed.  This also means the states 

(including Minnesota and Illinois) must 

accept the terms of agreement and cost 

sharing before actual rail infrastructure 

construction begins.  All states must allocate 

their share of the construction costs ahead 

of approval for a different FRA grant to help 

pay for the construction work.   

  There are numerous hurdles along 

the way that must be accepted and 

completed by the states before the 

Restoration and Enhancement Grant might 

come our way.   

ON TIME PERFORMANCE (OTP) 
  It should be obvious the TCMC train won’t 

satisfy all train traveling passengers within the State of 

Wisconsin.  East bound travelers have been dealing with poor 

on-time performance with the #8 Empire Builder going back 

several years.  Check out the final calendar year 2019 OTP for 

the #8 Empire Builder at www.WisARP.info.   

If your appointment or connecting transportation 

mode is in the late afternoon in Milwaukee or Chicago, the 

only answer is the Empire Builder.  And it needs to be on-

time.  The anticipated TCMC arrival time for Milwaukee could 

be after 5:30p, and into Union Station- Chicago arrival will be 

after 7:00pm.   

 Despite the ongoing COVID-19 concerns, our elected 

representatives in Washington D.C. are currently working on 

the Surface Transportation Reauthorization bill.  It is essential 

for you to contact your D.C. lawmakers and express your 

dissatisfaction with the on-time performance of the Empire 

Builder.  Right now, only Congress can legally address this 

issue and create an OTP law that’s enforceable.   


