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TCMC EFFORT VISITS THE NATIONS CAPITOL 
The Twin Cities- Milwaukee- 

Chicago proposed passenger 

train, otherwise known as the 

TCMC, would be a regional 

Amtrak train going through the 

State of 

Wisconsin, 

and 

supported by 

Wisconsin 

taxpayers.  

Why spend 

time in 

Washington 

D.C. working 

on this train?   
It is 

true the large 

part of our 

persuasion speech for this train 

needs to take place in Madison at 

the Wisconsin State Capitol.  But 

keep in mind the State of 

Wisconsin Department of 

Transportation will be applying 

for funding in the name of 

grants that will help Wisconsin, 

Minnesota and Illinois 1) 

accomplish the final design of 

what the railroad needs to look 

like to accommodate another 

passenger train, 2) help secure 

Federal funding to assist in the 

construction of the Final Design 

plans and 3) apply for funding 

to help Wisconsin pay for the 

train through the first  

U.S. Capitol undergoing a facelift these 

days.  

years of existence.   
That means getting 

members of the Wisconsin 

Delegation to make sure funding 

for these grants from the Federal 

Railroad Administration (FRA) are 

fully funded when budget matters 

are being negotiated.  At times it’s 

good to remind our Washington 

officials of these expectations for 

assistance back home.   
Continued on page two  

What is the TCMC train? 
The acronym is derived from 

the endpoints with Milwaukee 

in the center:  Twin Cities- 

Milwaukee- Chicago.  The 

TCMC project will add one 

daily round-trip regional train 

between these cities and serve 

all current Empire Builder 

stations in-between.  The 

TCMC service will be 

considered a regional 

passenger rail corridor (as 

opposed to Amtrak long-

distance) because it’s under 

the 750 mile-standard set by 

the Passenger Rail 

Investment and Improvement 

Act of 2008.  This train will be 

state supported like the 

Milwaukee to Chicago 

Hiawatha trains.  The cost of 

the TCMC Train will be split 

among the state sponsors 

Minnesota, Wisconsin, and 

Illinois. 
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TCMC visits Washington D.C. (continued from page one.) 

RPA Week on the Hill February 3  

The initial reason for making this trip was helping the national 

Rail Passengers Association lobby lawmakers for a new Surface 

Transportation Act expected to be signed later this year.  I visited most 

of the Wisconsin Delegation during my two days working the House 

and Senate office buildings, and all were very receptive to see 

information regarding Wisconsin ridership for the Empire Builder and 

progress on the TCMC train.   

 An unknown Old Friend was waiting for me in Congressman 

Glenn Grothman’s office.  Most Wisconsin passenger rail advocates 

likely remember Congressman 

Tom Petri, a Republican that 

looked favorably upon Amtrak 

concerns.  Petri’s 

transportation staffer stayed 

in the same office and found 

continued work with the 

replacement congressman voted in 2015.   

Chris Grawien is a Wisconsin native, and understandably is well 

versed in Wisconsin highway issues from the D.C. perspective.  Now it’s 

up to myself and all Wisconsin passenger rail advocates to use his 

experience to help us out in Washington D.C.   

RAIL PASSENGERS ASSOCIATION (RPA) is obviously very 

interested in the process of the reauthorization of the FAST Act, or the 

Surface Transportation Act.  This Federal Law began in 2015 under 

President Barack Obama, creating long term funding stability for many 

necessities in Surface Transportation across the United States.  This 

legislation applies to boating, walking, bicycling and more.  RPA is 

looking out for the issues most important to passenger rail users and 

advocates.   

There are many requests for working changes and technical 

issues, but larger items include mandating a more standard method of 

accounting for Amtrak, including how states are billed for state 

services and regional trains, potentially effecting The Hiawatha.  Will 

Amtrak continue to be asked to create a profit?  The existence and 

content of Dining Cars on Long Distance trains, and a firm mandate for 

continuing the Long-Distance trains specifically, are just the highlights 

on the RPA agenda.  (The current sage is the traditional Amtrak Diner 

will remain on the Empire Builder for now.)  

The documents that were given to lawmakers during this event 

are now posted on WisARP.info.  The two PDF files are under the 

NEWS menu.     

 

 

IS THERE WI-FI ON AMTRAK 

TRAINS?  
OF COURSE!  But is it as good as 

the Wi-Fi at your home?  Probably 

not.   

The on-board Wi-Fi can be good 

enough for simple Web browsing 

and E-mail work.  It will not be 

good enough to stream videos and 

movies.   

The Wi-Fi comes from local cell 

phone towers.  The faster the train 

goes, the poorer the quality of 

signal.  And when you enter truly 

rural areas, don’t be surprised if 

there’s NO cell phone service by 

any cell carrier; and no Wi-Fi.   

STURTEVANT

& MILW AIRPORT 
Do you need to go to the 

Twin Cities?  These two 

stations, currently NOT 

stops on the Empire 

Builder,  

will be stops on the  

TCMC train. 

 

PLEASE CONTACT 

YOUR WISCONSIN 

STATE LAWMAKERS  

and let them know you want to 

see the TCMC train on the rails.  

We need your help to make this 

train become a reality. 
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THE TCMC TRAIN 
Infrastructure Improvements 

Required 
This story reflects on the October 26, 2019 speech by Arun Rao, Wisconsin 

Department of Transportation Passenger Rail Manager.  This speech with 

PowerPoint is available at the WisARP YouTube Channel.   

 For the past three decades the Canadian 

Pacific Railroad has hosted the Amtrak Empire 

Builder day in and day out.  The former Milwaukee 

Road Hiawatha route was a double track route 

over much of the mileage between Chicago and 

St. Paul, MN until CP took control in the last 

decade of the 20th Century.   

 We’re beginning the third decade of the 

21st Century, and the proposal to add a second 

daily passenger train along this legendary route 

won’t comfortably fit against the single-track 

landscape of existing freight trains and the EB.   

Re-Double tracking the route isn’t necessary.  

Computer models with human observations have 

pinpointed a small list of areas that can be enhanced 

making the scheduled success of the TCMC highly likely.  

A review of the suggestions reveals the Empire Builder 

may also gain some benefit.   

 

FOCUS ON LACROSSE – Of the seven items on 

the Capitol Improvement checklist, four are within the 

Greater LaCrosse Area.  This area has a contemporary 

history of making or breaking on-time performance.   

 Even in the best of double track days, The 

Milwaukee Road never double tracked the bridges over 

the Black River, French Slough and the Mississippi River.  

The TCMC won’t be changing that.  But the first switch 

west of the Mississippi River crossing will be upgraded, 

and about a mile of new second main track will be 

constructed to West River Junction, permitting 25mph 

running.  It’s 10 mph now.    

 A second main track will be re-established 

between the BNSF-CP Grand Junction west, past the 

LaCrosse Depot to the bridge over the Black River.   

Medary siding east of LaCrosse will be 

extended 2.3 miles, with the existing east end of the 

siding converted to a universal crossover.  Obviously, all 

this construction should help CP become more efficient 

with freights around LaCrosse, in addition to enabling 

passenger trains better operation in the area.   

 

WINONA, MN- Two sidings are on the task list in 

this community.  The most important one for Amtrak 

riders will be making train boarding safer.   

Currently boarding and detraining passengers 

must cross a dead-end siding track to get to or from the 

traditional boarding platform.  TCMC improvements 

would return the “dead-end” to service, and extend it 

connecting to the single track mainline.  This would 

make this track a through siding connection, also 

potentially allowing more fluid operation of trains 

through Winona.   

The Empire Builder would certainly benefit 

from this improvement.   

This siding would not allow CP to park trains for 

an extended time due to four grade crossings within 

this siding track.   

The other siding extension is northwest of 

downtown where the CP mainline connects to CP’s 

Waseca subdivision.  The longer siding will help reduce 

or eliminate the Empire Builder vs. CP freight 

congestion in and around Winona as well.   

 

COLUMBUS, WI- The CP has maintained two tracks 

between Watertown, WI and 

Columbus for several decades.  

This stretch of double tracking is 

over 25 miles long.  It was after 

2000 when both tracks had welded 

rail installed.   

Computer modeling has suggested 

the installation of a universal 

crossover near Columbus to help 

alleviate intermittent congestion 

for a variety of reasons.   

Although not specifically 

stated in TCMC documents, it is 

hoped this crossover would 

guarantee both the Empire Builder 

and the TCMC train would arrive at 

the Columbus Depot at the near 

track.  This would be the safest boarding option.   

The latest estimate WisARP has for these 

capital improvements is $72 million.  This will be shared 

by Minnesota, Wisconsin, Amtrak and FRA grants.   

 


