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As I’m sure you are aware, several weeks ago Governor Evers released his biennial budget.  The analysis began 

and several outlets have noted Line 18 of the Transportation section of the budget was aimed at passenger rail.   

 
18. Passenger Rail Bonding 
The Governor recommends providing $45,000,000 in general fund-supported general obligation 
Bonding for passenger rail improvements for travel between Milwaukee and Chicago. 

 

It is right to say the funding between Milwaukee and Chicago is for the Hiawatha train.  On March 11, Trains 

Magazine Industry News ran a story quoting Wisconsin Public Radio (March 8 dateline) that the entire $45,000 

would go for the Hiawatha expansion.   

 For those of us concerned about the TCMC (1) train, this is not what we’re looking for.  We don’t want 

the Assembly and Senate lawmakers to think this money is exclusively for the Hiawatha expansions.   

I’m certain some of these funds are for the Hiawatha, but not all.  I believe the intent for some of that 

money should go towards the TCMC train, but something short-circuited along the way to the Governor.  As I 

type, I’m not aware of a third passenger railroad project in need of funding.   

 

Beginning last week I began an awareness campaign pointing out this mislabeling of funds.  Reminding 

Governor Evers and Madison lawmakers the TCMC train is very close to being finished with the planning 

process and needs funding from the state of Wisconsin to help push the project to final design, construction and 

implementation.    This will be an ongoing project for all concerned until the budget is completed, perhaps 

sometime in 2023.   

 I have been suggesting the funding on line 18 for Passenger Rail Bonding should be at the discretion of 

the Wisconsin DOT.  This way, proper funds will be directed as best needed for these two projects as they 

progress throughout this budget term, well into 2020.   

 

Any of the information above this paragraph in black can be used as a direct quote in any newspaper or radio 

outlet.  The quote should be directly attributed to myself.    
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Note (1) TCMC train is the Twin Cities- Milwaukee- Chicago train.  This will be a regional train running along 

the Empire Builder route, effectively giving all of the stops in Wisconsin a second daily train traveling between 

St. Paul, MN and Chicago.   

http://www.wisarp.info/


 

The original Wisconsin Public Radio story online can be found at: 

https://www.wpr.org/evers-budget-includes-45m-expand-rail-service-between-milwaukee-chicago 

 

The Trains Magazine Industry News story can be found at: 

http://trn.trains.com/news/news-wire/2019/03/11-wisconsin-governor-includes-$45-million-for-expanded-

hiawatha-service-in-budget-proposal 

  

 

The Wisconsin Association of Railroad Passengers (WisARP) has since 1977 been involved in planning, advocating and educating the 

public on the need for more passenger trains. 

WisARP, an association with more than 600 members, exists to promote passenger trains as a part of a balanced national 

transportation system. It is made up of people who enjoy traveling by train, find it a practical way to travel, and are dedicated to 

preserving and improving the quality and quantity of passenger trains in Wisconsin and the nation. We are a nonprofit, nonpartisan 

organization. Our funding comes entirely from dues. 
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